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HE following Sheets might in all 
Probability have never ſeen the 
Light, had not many Gentlemen 
of great Diſtinction, both in For- 
1 tune and Character, been infa- 
mouſly abus d by miniſterial Authority, as 4 
Kennel of Hounds, Traytors, Run-aways, 
Scoundrels, Rogues and Raſcals, for only fol- 
lowing the Ditlates of their Conſciences, and 
endeavouring to ſerve their Country. 


Every Man, who hath made any Remarks 
on our political Diſputes, for ſeveral Nears 
paſt, muſt have obſerv'd that the miniſterial 
Writers have always dealt in perſonal Pane- 
gyrick, or perſonal Calumny, inſtead of de- 
fending the Meaſures, which have been the 
Occaſion of theſe unhappy Litigations ; wheres - 
as the Country Writers have chiefly confin'd 
Themſelves to Facts, inſtead of Perſons, and 
never attack'd the latter, without very great 
Provocation, any farther than the Matter in 


A 2 Queſtion 


iy, PREFACE. 


; ray an is ght be 3 to reflect upon 


7 an very Grey or the Occaſion of "Jays 
fo much upon this Subject, in the followin 
Sheets; but Truth ought t0 be heard 0; on both 

Sides. Enough, and more than enough, bath 
been ſaid on one Side already ; and hope the 
other Side may be allow'd to make their De- 
fence, according to that old Maxim; audi 


alteram partem. T 
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Gentlemen, ET: 25 
HOU GH, You have already appro- 
ved the Conduct of . thoſe Members, 
who have purpoſely abſented Them- 
ſelves from all Meetings of Parlia- 
ment, ſince the Approbation there 
9 given to the late Convention with 
Spain ; yet as the Succeſs of the ſalutary Meaſures, 
propos'd by this Seceſſion, ought to be much dearer 
to Thoſe engag'd in it, than meerly the Defence of 
their 0207 Characters; and as the chief View of it 
was co ſave a ſinking Conſtitution, by exciting the 
publick Attention, and endeavouring to diſpoſe eve- 
ry diſintereſted Briton ſeriouſly to examine into the 
preſent Poſture of our Affairs, and the Cauſes of 
thoſe late Events, * ſo apparently fully'd 


$ « 


3 
our national Honour; it is therefore abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, the Seſſion being now over, that You ſhould., 
be more fully inform'd of the Circumſtances, which 
preceded this Seceſſion, the Motives that occaſion d 
it, and the Advantages propoſed by it. 

ou need not be told that the greateſt Part of g 

„who have abſented Themſelves, are Gentle- . 
men, whoſe Behaviour in Parliament for many Years 
paſt, hath at leaſt had the Appearance of Diſinte- 
reſtedneſs, and conſequently merited your Applauſe. 
Though. their Attempts for the publick Good have 
been often defeated 3 yet They flatter'd Themſelves 
that a corrupt Influence was not ſo ſtrong, but that 
Truth might at laſt prevail againſt it. For this Rea- 
fon they were in Hopes, that by their Perſeverance, 
and a continual Application to the Duties. of their 
Paſt, They ſhould at laſt eradicate thoſe Prejudices, . 
to which They were willing to impute their frequent 
Diſappointments, in Proſecution of the true Intereſts 
of the Nation. 

And, notwithſtanding the general ill Succeſs of 
their Endeavours; ; yet in particular Inſtances, of 
the greateſt Moment, They have ſometimes fignal- 
ty contributed to the Preſervation of the publick Har- 
pineſs and Liberty; of which no other Proofs are ne- 
celfary, than the Deſtruction of the Exciſe Scheme, 
which was intirely owing to their publick Spirit, 
| ſupported by the general Voice of the People without - 
Doors. 

Nor hath their Behaviour in Parliament been u 
attended with ſome other Advantages, when thoſe 
principally deſign'd by Them have faid ; for by 
their Pains in making Themſelves Maſters, and 
their Care to explain the moſt abſtruſe and important 
Points, They have render'd the People of this 
Kingdom better Judges of their truc * 

| ( 


_ 
ſuch as the National Debts, the Revenue, the Civil. 


Lift, Treaties, Trade, &c.) than this, or perhaps 
any other People have been, in any Time paſt,  * 


. " 


Thus did They proceed, notwithſtanding cher 


repeated Attempts to ſerve the Publick, had 
rarely any Weight; for as They were ſupported 
by a Conſciouſneſs of their honeſt Intentions, and 


were encourag'd in their Reſolutions, by the Con- 


currence of the Majority of the Nation, who ſeem'd 


to intereſt Themſelves very ſtrongly in their Suc- 
ceſs, They hoped that the Voice of the People would 
at laſt become the Voice of Parkament, and that a 


Reformation of publick Meaſures would crown all 
their upright Endeavours. s 


But whilſt They flatter*d Themſelves with this 
glorious Proſpect, an undue Influence prevail'd in all 
Inſtances, except a very few; and though their utmoſt 
Efforts againſt Them could neither perſuade the 


Nation to change its Sentiments, as to the Conduct 
of Affairs, nor degrade theſe Patriots from the ge- 


neral Reputation They had fo deſervedly obtain'd, 
yet it is to be fear'd that, in other Inftances, it hath 


been too ſucceſsful. 


: - 


For this Reaſon, it is certainly of the higheſt 
Conſequence that You ſhould examine, with the 
utmoſt Attention, the Conduct of thoſe Gentlemen, 
who have given their Approbation this Seſſion to 


the late Convention with Spain; ſince no Proceed- 


of Parliament were ever more liable to in- 


in 
ie Interpretations, and Suſpicions of undue In- 


e. 8 
For this Convention was, in Appearance, fo in. 


jurious to our undoubted Rights, and ſo different 


from what We had been taught to expect, that it 


| hath undergone the private Cenſure of almoſt 
every Individual in the Nation, to whom even the 


moſt obſcure Account of it 


hath been communi. 
* Lated 
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cated——T believe I may venture to aſſert, that npt 
Ten thouſand out of ten Millions approv'd it. 
Nor did the publick Diſguſt ſtop here, for the 
City of London, and other great trading Tow ig, 
fearing it would end in the Deſtruction of their 
Commerce, petition'd the Parliament, for the Pre- 
ſervation of their Trade, in Terms, which declar'd, 
as far as They gurſt, their Abhorrenge of his 
Convention, and their Apprehenſions of its fatal 
Conſequences, 1 . 
Now, when this Agreement with Spain, thus 
diſhonourable, in Appearance, dreaded by the 
- Merchants, and deteſted by the Publick, was not- 
withſtandipg approvid by a Majority in Parliament, 
many of whom had made no Scruple in private to 
condemn it, and ſome even after They had pul 
lickly approv'd it; when it likewiſe appear*d that 
the Reaſons urg'd for that Approbation were al- 
together inconcluſive; and therefore that the M. 
tives, which ſway'd Them, were not of a Nature 


to be publickly avow'd; what was not to be ſuſ- 


pected from a Proceeding, in Appearance, fo very 
extraordjnary ? —— It was not to be doubted 


that Thee, who have of late ſo ſtrongly aſſerted 


their Apprehenſions of Corruption, in the Conduct 
of gur Parliamentary Affairs, would urge this E- 
vent as a deciſive Inſtance, in Proof of their Accu- 
ſation. 1 „ 3 

As the Concurrence of the Myjority in Parlia- 
ment, in Favour of the Convention, was ſo con- 
.trary to the Expectations of the Nation, who were 
in Hopes that the Legiſlature would haye cenſur'd 
it, in ſuch 4 Manner as it was univerſally thought 
to deſervę; it ways judg!?d proper that this Appro- 
bation, ſo liable to malicious Inſinuations, would 
not be ſlightly oyerlook*d by the Publick, but ſhould 
be giſtinguiſh'd by a Sipgularity of Behaviour proper 
| — e wo 5 "Dp 5 ; s a 
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to excite the general A and thereby — 
ſe You to examine the Circumſtances of this 
Event, with all the Caution neceſfary upon ſo im- 


portant an Occaſion. 


And, ſurely, You cannot poſſibly doubt of the Im- 
portance of the Occafion, when You conſider. that 
he Preſervation of our Conſtitution, - and the En- 
Joyment of our moſt valuable Rights, do immedi- 
ately depend on the Integrity of your Repreſenta- 
tives. It is therefore of the utmoſt Conſequence 
that You ſhould be particularly inform'd of their 
Behaviour ; eſpecially' if, at any Time, it ſhould 

mh” to be gbſcure or ambiguous. 

f it could be preſum?d that the Convention, when 
examin'd attentively, would really appear as miſ- 
chievous to our Commerce, and as ſhameful to our 
national Charafter, as it hath been commonly re- 
preſented, it could r* have receiv*d the 
aſd Sanftion of the | Legiſlature, If therefore We 
are at Liberty to ſuſpect that undue - Tufluence pre: 


4 vaiPd, in this Inſtance, and that our moſt valuable 


Rights were facrific'd to the Safety of the Miniſter, 
We can have no Reaſon to hope that Thoſe, who 
for their private ] Intereſts had thus abandon'd Us, 
will ever oppoſe any future Exceſſes of * 
Power, however exorbitant. 

In this Caſe, it becomes the Duty of Thoſe, "who 
firſt” perceive the Danger, and know the Conſe- 
quences of it, to forewarn You of your perilous Si- 
tuation; for though whenever it ſhall happen that 
a Majority of your Repreſentatives are in the Hands 
of the Miniſter, voting only as He inſtructs Them, 
You are then indeed under abſolute Power ; yet this 
Grievance, if timely perceiv'd by You, is always 
to be remedied by  kgal Methods, veſted in You by 
25 Conſtitution for — Purpoſe; the Laws having 
en You the Right of — his Majeſty 2 

| a freg 
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a free Parliament; and, at a new Election, it is your 


Duty to withdraw your Truſt from Thoſe, who You | - 


haye Reaſon to believe have perfidiouſly /o/d You, 
and to replace Them with Gentlemen more worthy 
of your Confidence. 

Bar ſhould You not be thoroughly made ſenſible 
of the Influence and evil Tendency of Corruption, 
or ſuffer Vourſelves to be deceived by the outward 


Forms of a Parliament, when the Eſſence of it is 
gone; a ſhort Continuance under this Deception 


may for ever diſable You from preſerving that In- 


dependency of Parliament, upon which all your antient 


Liberties depend. 


It therefore appears of how great Conſequence i it | 


is to the Publick, that You ſhould be rous'd by any 
28 Meaſures, the more ſingular the more effectual, 
whenever it ſhall be diſcover'd that the Parliament 
is in the Power of the Miniſter. 

The doing of this by all proper Methods, how- 
ever winiſual they may be, becomes in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances as much more the Duty of every ho- 
neſt Repreſentative, than his Attendance on the mi- 
nuter Intereſts of his Borough, or County, as the 
Preſervation of Liberty, and the Support of our 
Conſtitulion are of more Conſequence than the 
Rights of any particular Socieiy. 

Sa ppoſing therefore that the Convention was 
really as diſhonourable as the Publick have been 
made to believe, and conſequently that it could 
only be approved by ſuch as were gained by undue 
Influence ; on this Suppoſition, I ay, it is evident 
that the Gentlemen in the Se ceſſion, by raiſing the 
Attention of the Nation, and thereby engaging 
You in a more particular Diſcuſſion of this Affair, 
have contributed their utmoſt to your future Pre- 


_- 
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A more accurate Diſquiſition 5065 our he Winn 
ciations with Spain being therefore confeſſedly ne 
ceſſary, either to juſtify the general Diſlike of them 
without Doors, or to vindicate the Characters of 
thoſe Centlemen, who voted for it within Doors, 1 
ſhall endeavour. to gratify that Deſire of Informa- 
tion, which the late Seceſſion hath rais'd in Tou; and 


to lay before You all the material Particulars of that 
| 1 memorable Tranſaction. 


But I muſt obſerve to You, that it is neceſdary 


' | You ſhould be firſt acquainted with - the many 
| Breaches of Faith, and the very inju 
ment of Spain towards Us, for ab 


rious Treat“ 
ten Tears 
paſt; ſince it was upon this previous Knowledge 
of the Perfidy and Inſolence of that Nation that 
We ought in Prudence to ** regulated N 


Negotiations. 


And therefore, before I enter upon the 
of the Convention, I ſhall give You a — A& 
count of what hath paſſed between Us and Spe 
ſince the Rupture in the Year 1727, confirming 
every Part of it by ſuch Authorities as are not lia- 
ble to Exception; by which You will be fully fas 
tisfied how little her Promiſes deſerv'd to be trufti 
ed, and how little We could depend on any Rel 
dreſs, that was to be obtained by a future Negotia- 
tion. 

The Rupture between Us and Spain, in the Veit 
172 7, was firſt made up by the Preliminary Ar 
ticles ſign'd at Paris, on the laſt Day of May in the 
ſame Year, 

But the Pacification ſti ulated by thoſe Articles; 
though ſubmitted to by Us, was never obſervꝰd 


the Spaniards, except before Gibraltar, where tie 
Bravery of our Troo 


rather than the Strength f 
ie taught them that 7 Farce 


"i 


of our Garriſon, - | 
would prove ineffectual. 


9 — 


To pacify. the Publick, who were highly aS 


perated - at the daily Depredations committed 'by 
the Spaniſh Privateers, in Defiance of the Ceſſation 
of Arms, whilſt we did not attempt to make any 
Reprizals, there was ſign'd at the Pardo, during 
the next Seſſion of Parliament, a new Convention, 
more explicite than the Preliminaries. TT 
In ibis Convention, his Catholick Majeſty pro- 
miſes intirely to abandon the Siege of Gibrallar; 
engages that all Haeſtilities ſhall immediately ceaſe; 


that our American Trade ſhall be no longer inter- 


rupted; and that a clear and expreſs Order ſhall 
be forthwith iſſued for the Reſtitution of the Prince 
Frederick, a Ship belonging to the South-Sea Com- 


_ CS > 5 
But tbeſe Promiſes were as ineffectual as the for- 


mer; every one of them being evaded The 
Prince Frederick was not reſtor' d Gibraltar 
was more cloſely blockaded than it had ever been 
before; and the Hoſtilities of Spain in the West. 


Indies obliged our Merchants of London, Briſtol and 


Liverpool, to petition the Parliament for Redreſs, 


at their next Seſſion; which gave Occaſion to our 


memorable Spithead Expedition, during the Sum- 
mer. | | | 
However, upon our conſenting at laſt that Spa- 
ſh Garriſons ſhould be introduc'd into the ſtrong 
Places of Tuſcany, Parma and Placentia, Spain 
condeſcended to treat with Us again; and in the 
Treaty of Seville, ſign'd the ꝙth of Nov. 1729 
N. S. it was again promis'd Us that all Hoſtilities 
and Violences, on the Part of Spain ſhould ceaſe; 
and that the moſt rigorous Orders ſhould be pub- 
liſh'd for their future Prevention. His Catbolick 
| Mae 


* See the Convention en d at the Pardo, Art. 1/2; $29 
J Treaty of Seville, Art. 5, and the ad ſeparate Article. 
0 ns : 
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- Mojeſly likewiſe engaged to make Us Reparation 


both for what He had confiſcated, and for what 
Damages we had ſuffer'd I the Continuation of 
Hoftilities beyond the Time formerly preſcrib'd for 


% 


the Ceſſation of them. 


All theſe Engagements were again. violated ; 
their Depredations in America. increaſing after his 
Treaty, and the Reſtitution thereby promis'd for 
Confiſcations and Seizures not being made good to 
this Day ; though, in order to procure theſe Sti- 

lations, We conſented to a Meaſure, which 
lath ſince prov'd fatal to the Ballance of Power in 
The Pyracies of the Guarda Coftas again o- 
blig*'d our Merchants to petition the Parliament, 
in little leſs than a Year after the Treaty was 
ſign'd ; and the King, being addreſs'd upon it, a 
fourth Promiſe was. obtain*d from the Spaniſb 
Court, that theſe Hoſtilities ſhould be effectually 
reſtrain'd; which Promiſe, like the preceding ones, 
ſerv'd only to amuſe Us, and was followed by 
greazer Excel. . . | : 

Notwithſtanding all theſe notorious Breaches of 
Faith, We were flatter d that our Commiſſaries, 
who met thoſe of Spain in the Beginning of the 
Year 1732, would procure Us ample Relief. 

But to baffle theſe Hopes, We had the Mortifi- 
cation to find that the ht Affair, which occurr'd 
after the Opening of their Commiſſion, was a De- 
mand made by the Spaniſh Commiſſaries, that there 
ſhould be immediately paid by the South-Sea Com- 
paxy the full Duties for Negroes, amounting to 

CR 5; 20,000]. 


See the King of Spaiu's Declaration dated at Seville, 
Feb. 8. 1732, N. . \ 


- ol. $8 
s 30,000, 2 er to be reckon'd from the 
ification. 
They inſiſted upon a direct Complyance with 
this — and declar'd that otherwiſe They 
WE” not, proceed. to the Diſcuſſion of any other 
nt 
„Now, it was well known to Them, and crov'd 
by our Commiſſaries, that for near three Years of 
the Interval, for which They demanded theſe Du- 
tts, They "had- depriv'd the Company of their 
Trade, and had prohibited. their Veſſels from en- 
tering the Spaniſh Ports. 

With ſuch an happy Augury did this Commiſſion 
open, by a Demand made for Duties at a Time, 
| | | when no Trade was permitted. The Foundation 
j of this Claim too was very remarkable, as it. a- 
mounted to This, that Spain inſiſted on the Du- 
i ties. from a certain paſt Period, not becauſe She 
had at. that Time open'd the 7 rade, but becauſe 
She had promis d to do it, and had broken her 
1 aith. 

5 Indeed, the Spaniſh Commiſſaries did at laſt, 
| after a Month's Diſpute, conſent to abate of their 
firſt Demands ; but what we granted by Way of 
| Compromiſe to Them, on this Head, was very 
6 — to the acknowledg'd Rights of the 
| Company.;, and our Complyance, on this Head, 


. afterwards drew upon the Company a Pretenſion 
1 ſtill more extraordinary; for in one of the Confe- 
rences, 


5 

| 19 © The Authorities reftrr's to by the following Number 

| are the Letters and Papers to and from the Commiſſaries 

| in Spain preſented to the Houſe of Commons, the 1 3th of 
1 | May, 17353 purſuant to their” Addreſs of the 2225 of 
j March, in the ſame Tear. 4 

See the Proceedings on -this Head in No. 8, 9. 11, 13s 

15, 18, 20, 21, 23. 
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expect, on this their Confeſſion, that the King 


f 21. a 


rences, it was urged by Us, that as before the Rup- 
ture the Company, by the Vexation of the Spanyſb 
_ Officers, had been often prevented from introducing 


the whole Number of Negroes, according to A- 
greement, though at the ſame Time They had 


paid the full Duties, it was therefore hoped that 
an Allowance would be made Them for what 


They had thus overpaid. But it was reply'd by 
the Spaniſh Commiſſaries, that the Company were wo 


their Maſter, inſtead of granting Them any Thing 


on this Head, would inſiſt on Reparation for the 
Damage, which his Dominions had ſuſtained by 
not being 8 with the whole Number of 


* Negroes as ſtipulated by the Aſiento Treaty. 
This Affair being thus diſpatch'd, the Spanib 
Commiſſaries agreed to the mutual Exchange of the 
reſpective Claims on either Side; which being 
done, They in the next Place declared that where- 
as the King their Maſter hath an indiſputable Right, 
by the Gift of Pope Alexander the Sixth, c. to the 
Property, and Dominion of all the Continents, 
Hands and Seas adjacent, ** either already difco- 
e ver'd, or that ſhall be hereafter diſcover'd, be- 
© tween the Arfick and Antartick Poles, an hun- 
© dred Leagues Weſtward of the Iſlands des A. 
* fgorcs; excepting thoſe Places, which have ſince, 
* by Agreement with his Catholick Mayeſty, been 


poſſeſs d by other Princes; and whereas the Br;- 


„ tif Nation have introduced Themſelves into the 
TT .C 2 | « fad 

* See No. 66. „ . 5 
N. B. It may not be improper to obſerve that theſe 


Diſputes about the Negroe Duties do not at all relate to. the 


Sum of 68,000 l. lately claim'd by the King of Spain from the 
South Sea Company ; the Foundation of this Demand being 
of 2 different Nature, 2 We halt kerexfrer explain, © © 


„ ä 
* ſaid Dominions, without the Conſent of his 
< ſaid” Carhotick Majeſty, particularly into the 
«© Iſlands of New Providence, St. Catherine, St. Au- 


* drews, Port Royal, &c. * and within the Li- 


* mits of Florida, the Britiſh Cemmiſſaries ought 
to agree that the above-mentioned Places be eva- 


4 cuated, and that all others which have been 


< poſſels'd in the like Manner, would be left free 
and unmoleſted, or that the Britiſp Nation ſhall 
* make appear, that They are in ' Poſſeſſion of 


© them, by Virtue of an Agreement with his 


„ Catbolict Majeſty.” 55 

And in Conſequence of this their pretended Do- 
minion in the American Seas, I the Spaniſh Comm 
faries at the ſame Time inſiſted that, in order to 
avoid the Hoſtilities of Spain, the Ships of Great 
Britain, or her Colonies, paſſing through thoſe Seas, 
Thall not vary from their proper Courſe. _ 

The Deſign of this Reſtriction is ſince more 


particularly explain'd in a Letter from Mr. de la 


Dadra to our Miniſter, Mr. Keene, wherein He 


_ declares, <©* That the only Navigation, which 


* can be claimed by the Engliſh, being That to 
& their own Colonies, whilſt They ſteer a due 


* Courſe, their Ships are liable to Confiſcation, 


< if it ſhould be proved that They have alter'd 
* their Route, in order to draw near to the Spaniſh 
« 'Coafts.” So that it ſeems the late ſearching 
and pillaging of our Merchants is founded on the 
Dominion of thoſe Seas veſted in them by a Grant 
from his Holineſs Pope Aiexander. . - 

et 838 
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„„ 
f See No. 21. Art. 29. | 1 i 
See Mr. de la Quadra's Letter to Mr. Keene, dated 


- 


Feb. 10, 173748, laid before the Houſe of Cem. laſt Nat. 
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But notwithſtanding the high Indignity offer'd 


Us by thoſe Pretenſions, and the ſcoffing Inſult of 


gravely urging to Us ſuch a ridiculous and chime- 


ical Title to them, our Commiſſaries ſtill continued 
their Conferences with them; and proceeded, in 
Conſequence of the 5th * Article of the Treaty ob 
Seville, to claim the Reſtitution of all Prizes taken 
by Spain ſince the Time preſcrih'd by the Preli- 
minary Articles for the mutual Ceſſation of Hqętili. 
* e To m9 1 wig Tie os EN 


had no doubt reſolved never to grant Us Repara- 
tion for any Injuries 'we had ſuffer'd, at whatever 


Time, or in whatever Shape they had been com- 


mitted, yet She choſe to cavil about the Time, 
from whence: We' were intitled to it, in order t6 


ſhew, by the Wildneſs of her Reaſoning, in what 


extream Contempt She held Us ; for her Commiſſa- 


ries inſiſted, that the Preliminaries referred to in 
the ;th Article of the Treaty of Seville were not the 
Preliminaries ſign'd at Paris in 1727, but the Con- 
vention at the Pardo, ſign'd in the Year 1728; 
for, ſaid They, though it was ſtipulated by the 
Preliminaries ſign'd at Paris that all Hoſtilities 
ſhould ceaſe, and that Reparation ſhould be made 


for all Prizes taken after the Time preſcrib'd for 


the Ceſſation of Hoſtilities ; yet thele Stipulations 
being broken, and Hoftilities continued, it became 


neceſſary to form a new Agreement next Year 


at the Pardo, in arder to obtain a more compleat 
Pacification; and therefore this Convention ought 
to be conſidered as the Epocha, from whence Re- 


ſtitution ought to commence. 
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But here again the Inſolence of Spain exerted it- | 
ſelf, 'in its uſual Manner; for though that Court 


9 


G 
But ĩt. muſt be . that this Continuation 
of Hoſtilities, and Breach of Stipulations, here 


urg d to debar Us of our Right, were entirely | 
owing to Spain, and therefore one cannot but be 


amaz'd at the Confidence of her Commiſſaries, 
who. could thus formally undertake to prove, that 
becauſe their Maſter, had not made good his En- 
gagements to Us, We did by this his Breach of 
Faith, loſe all the Right deriv'd to Us by repeated 
Treaties, as well as the Law of Nations. 

_ Notwithſtanding all This, our Commiſſar ies Rill 
— and Be Spaniards, in Conſequence of 
our examplary Submiſſion, demanded i in the next 
Place, * that 1 ſhould be made to Them 
for thoſe Spaniſh Men of War, which were taken 
by Us near Sicily in the Year 1718, grounding this 

laim upon BY 5th Article of the Treaty of Ma- 
drid, in the. Year 1721, by which we had pro- 


mis'd to reſtore them in the Condition they were 


then in, or the Money they were fold for, if any 
had been fold. 

The Circumſtances of this T 1 as re- 
lated in a Pamphlet, intitled, Obſervations on the 
Treaty of Seville, publiſhed in the Year 1730, and 
generally * to the Miniſter himſelf are 

theſe. 
+ 4 +: That his Catbolick Majeſty did actually ſend 

c Commuſſaries, in Purſuance of the Treaty of 
4 1721, to Port Mabon, where the ſaid Men of 
War then lay, and that they were really at that 


Time offered to thoſe Commiſſaries, but refus'd 


by Them on Account of their being in a de- 


No 0 n., and "=o am Service ; and. were, ; 
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en to Me 
Marquis de Pozzobueno, his Catholick Majeſty's 


* of Orders alone; and therefore ir is pl 


© 
5 upon cheir ws W en out of the Harbour, 


& and ſunk in the main Sea. 


Accordingly our Commiſſaries did, in their An- 
ſwer to this Demand; declare + that They con- 
ceiv*d it to be altogether without Foundation; te 
immediately after the ſigning of the —2— 8 
in the Year 1721, his Britannick Mais 
ſent Orders to Port- Mahon, for the kid Git, 
but Copies of them were likewiſe 


niſter at Landon; and therefore the Treaty of 172+ 
was in this Inſtance fully executed, on the Paft of 
his Britannick Majeſty. 

Nor did the Spaniſh Commiſſaries ay ahi: fach 
Orders were given; but, amongft other Reaſons, 
They were pleaſed to declare, in their Anfwer, 
<< || That Reſtitution was ſtipulated of all the Ships, 
s with their Furniture, c. and not the Diſpatch 
ain that 
e ſince They did not take Effect, the above. mem 
** tion'd fifth Article hath not been comply d 
cc with. A. 

In ſhort, to inform You of all the Affronts, to 
which we have meanly ſubmitted from the Hands 
of that imperious Nation, during the Continuance 
of theſe Conferences, would be needleſs Brit: 
not to detain You much longer with the Detail of 
theſe diſagreeable Tranſactions, I ſhall only obſerve 
that all the Proceedings, on their Side, were one 
continued Inſult on our Underſtanding, and an often 
tatious Contempt of our Power —— If aur 

aries demanded the Payment of Money, 
due from the Spaniſh Court to our Merchants by 


* Contra, which had been many T_ 50 
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fus d them by the Offices, where they. ought to 
have been paid, the Saniſo C dniſſaries awed, 
that the Payment in Queſt; ion being the proper 
Buſineſs of thoſe Offices, They could not inter- 
.meddle in it, or take any Cognizance of it 
If Reſtitution was demanded for Britiſb Ships ille- 
gally taken, where Orders for Reſtitution had long 
been granted by the Spaniſh Court, but which were 
never comply'd with by their Governors abroad; 
We were anſwer'd, ꝶ that as They had di] patch'd 
Orders for Redreſs, They would not enter farther 
into the Diſcuſſion of the Affair If We gave 
the moſt authentick Proofs of our Veſſels being i!- 
legally taken by their. Guarda Coſtas, They told 
Us * that they could only be determin'd by their 
own Condemnations in the Ports, where the Prizes 
happen'd to be carry'd; an Account of which 
They always promis'd to ſend for; and yet fo 
little were even theſe Accounts to their Mind, 
though drawn up for the moſt part by the very 
Pyrates. themſelves, that after near a Year's Delay, 
They deny'd their having been able, eyen in all 
that "09h to procure. any one Account from 
their own People; || though it was well known 
that many had been tranſmitted to Them long be- 
fore that Time; and yet, during this inſolente Con- 


tempt of our moſt equitable Claims, They often 


determin'd their own pretenſions, in their own Fa- 
wour, and thereupon iſſued their deciſtue Orders, 
without ever propoſing to diſcuſs them at a Confe- 
rence; . though they were of ſuch a Nature as, 
by the Treaty of Seville were expreſly referr'd 


to the Examination of Commiſſaries, as diſputable 


Points. When aur Commiſſaries complain'd of 
their — Decifion, according to their own 


Intergfts, I 


2 No 40. Art. 63. * See No. 37: No. 10a. 
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1 | 
Intereſts, the very Pins bn it was the Buſineſs 
of their Conferences mutually to determine; They 
were anſwer'd, I that the Right of the King, their 
Maſter, was 4o indiſputable, that all Contentions 
about 1 it would appcar ſcandalous. 

In ſhort, Kibrwithſtanding all our repeated Ad- 
vances and Submiſſions, our Commiſſaries did not 
procufe from Spain the leaſt Acknowledgment of 
any of our Claims, however juſt and unqueſtiona- 
ble; nor the leaſt Reparation for any of thoſe 
Robberies, by which, in Defyance of the moſt + 
lemn Treaties, We have been plunder'd, at diffe- 
rent Times, of more than one Million of Pounds 
Sterling, 

Nor had Spain OR Moderation to reſtrain the 
Inſolence of her Guarda Coſtas, even during theſe 
Conferences, whilſt We were each Day furniſhing 
Her with Proofs of our condeſcending Temper ; 
bur, inſtead of imitating our Meekneſs, ſhe grew 
more tyrannical, as We, grew more humble, till 
at laſt her Outrages in America arrived at an incre- 
dible and inſupportable Height. The daily Seiz- 
are of our Veſſels, and the unheard-of Barbarities 
that have been committed on our Fellow. ſubjects, 
are not unknown to You, Let it ſuffice to obſerve, 
that theſe Indignities affected the Publick fo ſtrong- 
ly at laſt, that on the Petition of the Merchants 
for Relief, the laſt Year, the Miniſter ſaw Himſelf 
under the Neceſſity of giving Way to the Cur- 
fent He acknowledg*d the Juſtneſs of the ge- 
neral Complaint 3 promis that the moſt effectual 
Means ſhould be employ'd for Redreſs, during 
the Summer; and, on its being inſinuated that 
thoſe Promiſes would prove as little effectual as his 
former Efforts of che fame Kind, He was plead 
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nn 
WS bow He ſhould be able te Gew his aer again 
in that "Houſe, if he did not procure full Reparation fer 
the Honour of the NA r tox, as well as for the Lofes 


of our MERCHANTS ? 


This brings Us down to the late Convention, 
form'd in conſequence of theſe Aſſurances. _ 
As the Examination of this Subject was princi- 


pally propos d by this Addreſs to ES oat hes 
your Attention to a new Scene of Affairs. 


Our 
Commiſſaries are now no more. We confeſs that 
we have not been able to reduce Spain to Reaſon by 
Negotiation ; and our Miniſter declares that He will 
at laſt try more vigorous Meaſures. 

Accordingly, when the Parliament was riſen laſt 


Year, We put almoſt our whole Navy into Com- 


miſſion ; and fo ſtrongly was the Publick perſuad- 
ed that we ſhould then really attempt to procure 
Ourſelves Juſtice by our ns, that even Thoſe, 
who ſtill queſtion'd the Sincerity of theſe military 
Preparations, ſcarcely dard to avow their Suſpt- 


cions. 


However, towards the latter End of the Sum- 
mer, our boſtile aſures were ſuſpended 3 and We 
were told that Span, terrify'd with the Apprehen- 
fion of a War, had granted Us all We could rea- 
ſonably demand, and had ſubmitted to whatever 
We could have hoped for, even at the End of the 
moſt ſucceſsful War. 

This, had it been true, was a very fortunate 
Event; for ſurely if all, that could be expected 
from a ſucceſsful "War, was granted Us without a 
Blow, our Governors muſt have been mad not to 
have- accepted it, 

What our reaſonable Demands were, which We 
expected would have been by theſe Means ſecur'd 


to Us, was very well known——— What. the 


Nation inſiſted upon was, not the Promiſes of you 
; or 
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19 
for future Reparation, and Nan 2 on her 
Guarda Coſtas. 

" Theſe, as We have ſeen already, had been four 


Times re-iterated, and as often evaded, without 


even a Pretence aflign'd. | 

Much leſs was it an Agreement that our mutual 
Pretenſions ſnould be ſettled by a diſtant Negoci- 
ation. 
For it would have been an unheard of Piece of 
Poltronerie, after We had been thus injur'd, had 
often demanded Redreſs in vain, and had — 15 
Ourſelves to procure it, to diſarm and confide 


in our Enemy, meerly upon his Promiſe that He 
would hereafter treat with Us ; and ftill more ridi- 


culous would this Conduct have been, with Regard 
to Spain, of whoſe Candour in Negociation We had 
above ten Years ſuch ſhameful Experience. Fa 
In ſhort, no Promiſes of Spain, however expli- 
cit, ought alone to have induced Us to diſarm; 
for as they could not be more ſolemn than thoſe We 
had long ago procur'd, the truſting in them again, 
after the numerous Inſtances of her Perfidy, was 
increaſing her Inſolence, and, in a Manner throw. 
ing away all the Treaſure, which the e ne 
for War had coſt Us. 

In order to have treated with Honour, i It was ne- 
ceſſary that, before We had ſuſpended our Military 
Meaſures, Spain ſhould have convinced Us that She 
really deſign'd to grant us that Fuftice, whieh We 
had ſo long ſued for in vain. This would have 
been effectually done, by immediately ſecuring to 
Us the N of - thoſe Sums, which cannot be 
deny'd by Her to be due, for the Seizures and 
Confiſcations of the Effects DOR to E 

Subjects. 

And it could not >. BOY chat, previous to this 
* it was PE 8 22 up the * 
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thoſe Seizures ; for thoſe Accounts have been long 

ſince deliver'd to the Court of Spain, and no Excep- 

tions have been yet made to them. 

The Accounts of the Seizures of the South Seq 
a Effects, in particular, have been de- 
clar'd by the Spaniſh Qfficers themſelves, who ſeiz?d 

them, to amount to ove Million and an half of Dol- 
lars, notwithſtanding the exorbitant Deductions, 
that were made, and the Refuſal of many Offices 

e give any Account of what pab'd through their 

ands. 

The Juſtneſs of this Demand cannot be queſ- 

tioned by Spain ; ſince thoſe Seizures were not only 

made in Defiance of the moſt expreſs Treaties, but 
his Catholick Majeſty hath twice promis'd Reſtitu- 

tion to the Company, on the Word and Faith of a 
| King ; and hath even given them Nraughts on his 

Treaſury, though the Treaſury hath never yet 
| SYought fit to comply with thnem. | 
3 The Reparation for the illegal Captures dy by 
the Guarda Coſtas could as little be queſtion'd 
thoſe Veſſels, for which Reparation was demanded, 
having 8 taken in ſuch Circumſtances as Greed 
Then from all Suſpicion of eyen intending any i 
licit Trade. 

ö Theſe Captures, as ſpecified by Mr. Stert, FY 
4 Gentleman who can never be ſuſpected of aggra- 
ft vating our Demands) amounted to + 343,277 J. 
| This Account too, or the greateſt Part of it, 
{1 hath been long fince laid before the Spaniſh Court; 
and if They have not acquieſc'd in It, They have 
1 not however excepted to it. 

As We were then told, that the Terror of our 
| Arms had induc'd Spain to grant Us all We ſought 
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| I See the Account delivgred to the Parliament. 
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by a War, it was expected by the Publick us . 
before We diſarm'd . Ourſelves, that Court ſhout 
have formally. 1 her pretended Domi: 
nion in the Seas of. America, and her Practice of 
ſearching, our Ships. which She founded, as We 
have ſeen, in, an imaginary Sovereignty ; ; that She 
ſhould have immediately paid the Value of the 
above-mentioned Seizures. and Confiſcations, amount- 
ing to near the Sum of 700,000 J. or, | 
been unable to pay it, that She ſhould at leaft have 
given Us ſuch Security for it, that it. ſhould not 
be afterwards in her Power to withdraw. | 
. Theſe Preliminaries being eftabliſh'd, We might 
then, indeed, have diſarm'd Ourſelyes with Ho- 
nour, and have rely'd on her Promiſes for the 
Puniſhment of thoſe Captains of her Guarda Coſtas, 
who had behav'd to Us. with ſuch unparalelbd 
Barbarity and Inſolence, as well as for her future 
Reſtraint of theſę Injuries. ; 
Such were the Reaſonings and W of 
the Publick, - at that Juncture. Theſe were the 


Advantages propoſed by a War ; and it was hoped 


that theſe Engagements had been ſubmitted to by 
Spain, when We ſaw our naval Armapents diſconti- 
nued. 

But how great was our Surprize, when many 
Months after our Military Preparations had been 
laid aſide, it was confeſſed by the Miniſter, t 
Nothing had been yet agreed on? What likewiſe 


augmented the general Uneaſineſs, was a — 


ſaid to be made in that Interval, that our Fleets 
ſent out, during the Summer, to the Vſt Indies, 
and to the Mediterranean, carried with Them no 


Orders to act offenſively, or to make any Repriſals, 


tho* They departed from hence long before the 


| Dera Submiſſion of "Spain ; and at'a a Time, when 
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refolude Intentions. 


This Conduct made it become generally ſuſpected 


| that all theſe bogfted Preparations were never deſignꝰd 


againſt os Enemies, but only to amuſe our own 


People at home, till Spain was prevail'd upon by 
aur Intreaties to condeſcend to trait with Us upon 
any Terms, order that ſomething, bearing the 
Appearance of an Agreement, might be produced 
before the Meeting of Parliament; which, how- 


ever inſufficient, might at leaſt ſerve as an annual 


Expedient of Delay, if it could not be impoſed on 
the Nation as ſatisfactory and honourable. 6 


But the Inſolence of Spain was ſo much inflated 
by theſe Meaſures, that no Agreement could be 
procured from that Court, till after the uſual Time 


of the Sitting of Parliament, which was prorogu*d 
in Expectation of it, and afterwards adjourn'd, in 
order to get the Convention ratified However, 


during the Prorogation, and Adjournment, the 


lung expected Convention arriv'd, and was ſoon after 
publiſhed to the Nation. 5 | 
Ho far the Behaviour of _ in agreeing to 
bis Convention, ſavours of the Submiſſion, with which 
We were flatter d, let the following Narration de- 
_ 3 3 | 1 
Previous to the ſigning of this Convention, by the 
Spaniſh and Britiſh Miniſters, Mr. de la Quadra 
writes the following Letter to Mr. Keene. 


7. Pardo, Fan. 10. 1739. N. &. 
* LIEAZWIrR I tranſmit to Tou the Ning's 
44 H Declaration, in which his Majeſty pro- 
* tefts, that He reſerves the Right of ſuſpending 


3 K 


IN. B. We Let ! 


the Minter made the ſtrongeſt Proteſtations of his 
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erg bers inſerted betweenMr.de la Quadra 
ndr. Keene, togetber with Ihe annexed Proteſt, were com. 
| | Mt municated 


. 
* 


| 42 therein; and I hope 


| they wauld ba ve diſtinctiy explain d be ſecret managenie 


1 1 


ce the Aon Condos) in ae ths EET 
that, according to . A. 
ęgreement, You will adviſe me of Your havi 
cc receiv d it, in order to notify the Contents of 
«© it to your -Court, as well as to the 2 
< that, in order to prevent any Doubt, or 
0 cation, You will be pleas d to expreſs the = 
< tents of it in your Anſwer, for the greater Secu · 
bs, "WER of the good "ey our Proceedings. 


dudes & ls Quite. ot 


"The D . Prote tranſmitted vi lie 
1 Was as follows. 


\ON Sebaſtian de is Slade, n 
» and firſt Secretary. of. State to his Catbe- 
e lick Majeſty and his Miniſter plenipotentia ,Jor 
& the Convention, which is treating, with the 
* of England, by Order of his Sovereign, aka 
** conſequence of the repeated Memorials a 
Conferences, that have interven'd with Dow 
by Benjamin Keene, his Britannick Majeſty's Meniſter 
* plenipotentiary, and of its having been agreed 
therein, with reciprocal Accord, to make the 
ee preſent Declaration an eſſential and neceſſary 
Means to overcome ſuch long debated Diſputes, 


1 * and that the ſaid Convention may be fign'd, doth 
formally declare that his Carholick Majeſty reſefves 


eto Himſelf i intire the Right to be able to 7 

4e ' the 
municated tothe — by* the e Minty, after it had 
been, by other means, diſcover d tbat ſuch a Proteſt avas des. 
liver*d ; but ſeveral other Papers, relating, to this Affair; 
were not permitted io be call d for. In al dee 


EX this dark Tran ation, 
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& the Aſtento of + to diſpatch the Or- 
e ders neceffary for the Execution thereof, in Caſe 
e the Company does not ſubmit to pay, within? a 
4 ſhort Term, the 68;000 / flefling; which it hath 
<< confeſs*d to owe for the Duty on Slaves, accord- 


« ing to the Regulation of 52 d. per Dollar, and | 


4 for the Profits of the Ship, the Royal Caroline; ; 
c and he doth likewiſe declare that under the 
* Validity and Strength of this Proteft, the Sign- 
ing of the Convention above-mention'd ſhall be 
<< proceeded upon, and not otherwiſe ; becauſe it 
not eluded by any Motive or pretext, that his 
* Catbolict Majeſty hath conſented to it: | 
A the Fade. the 10th of January 1739. 
(L. S.) - +,» - Sebaſtian dela Quadra. 


That you may the better judge of the Founda- 
tion of this Demand of 68,060. J. ferliug, thus 
made on the South-Sea Company, I muſt inform 
You that the Duties agreed to be paid for the Ne- 
groes introduced into the Spaniſo W: Indies, is by, 
the Afento ſettled at a certain Number of Dollar,; 
and the Compairy have accordingly paid the ſtipulat- 
ed Sum, according to the Rate of Exchange be: 
tween Great Britain and Spain; nor did the Perſons, 
authoriz'd to receive thoſe Duties, ever queſtion the 
Juſtneſs of the Payments. 

But, in conſequence of an Alteration made by 
his Catbolick Majeſty, in his Coin, many Years, 
ſince, there is in Spain another Species of Dollars, 
more valuable than the Exchange Dollar; and Don 


Geraldino, the Spaniſh Minifter at this Court, hath 


made a wiſe, Diſcovery that all the Duties paid 
ſince this change in the Coin, ought to have been 
paid in this heavier Dollar He therefore not 
ny declares that This ſhall be. the Rule of all 


fulure 


is under this firm Suppoſition, and ſo that it be 
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„ but at the ſame Time demands 
from the — a Sum equal to what; according 
to 4b Method of Eflimation, hath been paid bort 
ſince the Coin Was firſt varied: 

The Amount of this Retroſpect is the Sum men- 


üb in the Proteſt to be the Duty upon Slaves, ac. 


cording to the Regulation of 52 d. per Dollar. 
With Re 


card to the other Claim therein ment 


_ offd;' (the Profits of the Roya! Caroline) it muſt be 


rememnber'd that, by thie 4ſienty; the King of Spain 
was to be intereſted one Fourth in all the Trade car- 
ried on by the Company, and was to receive on 
Fourth of the x EAT Gains. 

By the frequent Seizures of the Company's Effects, 
the denying of Licences, the Refuſal of the Speny 
Officers to obey them, hen they were d. 
other iniquitoùs Practices of Spain, the annual Ship, 
which was granted to the Compam, as an 1 ry 
ment for them to undertake the Negroe-Trade, hath 
occaſionꝰd a much greater Loſs to Them, than even 
the Negroe-Trade itſelf, for which it was intended to 
compenſate; ſo that of all, which have been hither- 
to ſent, the zoo laſt only have been gainful. 7 

The letter of Theſe was the Royal Caroline, on 
which the Profits were much more conſiderable than 
on the other ; and tho! the former Loſſes of the Com: 
Mbly exceed Twenty Times the Gains 


pany might po 
made, in this particular Tftance ; yet ſoon after her 
Arrival in England, Don Geraldino demanded, in the 
Name of his Mafter, his Share of what ſhould ap- 
pear to be gain'd by that Voyage. 

This is 2 5 Spaniſh Conſtruction of the Phraſe 
NEAT GAINS, which is mention'd in the Affento 
Negroes,” and from hence ariſes the ſecond Claim, in- 
ſerted in the Proteff, (for the Profits of the Ship, 
the Royal Caroline) which, together with the f, 
(kor the 9— according to the Reg 


. lation 


How great an Untruth 


x 
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lation of 52 d. per Piaſre, amounting to the, Sum 
of 62,000 J. ſterling, it is aſſerted in the Protef, 
that the Company have confeſs'd themſelves to owe. 


The Company have 
not, in any Time paſt; nor do They at this Time 


acknowledge the Juſtneſs of either of theſe Claims; 
but, on the contrary, have always declar'd that 
both of them were abſolutely without Foundation 


This Falſhood will likewiſe appear in a ſtronger 
Light, when You are inform'd of the Equivocati- 
on, on which it is founded. 


When the 0 o fore. mention d Claims were laid be- 


fore the Court of Directors, by Don Geraldino, He 
was told that a Retroſpect for Duties, after an un- 
queſtionable Payment for ſo many Years, was ob- 
viouſly unreaſonable, and that the Demand for his 
Maſter's Share of the Gains, made by. the Royal 
Caroline, ought to have been preceded by the Pay- 
ment of his Share of their former Loſſes, and that 
They were aſtoniſh'd at his urging Pretenſions lo 
apparently groundleſs. 

He was alſo told; that had theſe Demands been 
the moſt equitable and indiſputable, yet even then 
all They could agree to would be the ſetting them 
againſt ſuch a Part of that much greater Sum,which 
his Maſter had confeſs'd to be due to them, and 
which he had fo frequently engag'd to pay Them; 
for as to the Inſtances made by Him, to have theſe 
Claims immediately diſcharg'd, whilſt the avow'd 
Debt of Spain ſtill remains unſatisfied, They could 


never comply with them, unleſs by the moſt name. 
leſs Proſtitution of the Truſt repoſed in Them. by 


their Proprietors. 

However, notwithſtanding theſe reaſonable Alle- 
gations, the Majority of the Directors, being ſtrongly 
engaged in the Intereſt of the Miniſry, were pre- 
vail'd on, in ſome meaſure, to emulate the Con- 

deſcenſion 
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deſcenſion of their Su 2 ; and FO They 

did agree to the Payment demanded of Them on 
theſe pretences, provided the King of Spain would 
previouſly. grant Them a Prolongation of the. 
Term of their Trade, and would alſo give a cer- 
tain ſpecify?d Security for the ſpeedy Payment of the 
Debt of of One Million and an half of Dollars, which, 
as We have above obſerv'd, He had fo often ac- 
knowledged to be due to them ; at the ſame Time 
declaring, That it was in Conſideration of theſe 
Terms only, that They ſubmitted to the Claims 
of Spain, 1o obviouſly unreaſonable. | FT 

As the whole of the Conditions deſired by the 

Company, previous to their Compliance, conſiſted 
only of Promiſes and Orders to be iſſued by the 
Spaniſh Court; which Spain might afterwards ſuſ- 
pend as She pleas d, long before the Execution of 
them could take place; Don Geraldino, who well 
knew the ſmall Importance of ſuch Engagements, 
did, in ſome Meaſure approve of this Compro- 
miſez but as, in their Tranſactions with Us, 
the Infolence of Spain has never known what 
Bounds to preſcribe to Herſelf, He ſoon changed | 
his Opinion, and litigated each Part of it, pro- 
poſing at the ſame Time other Terms, full of 
Ambiguity and Chicane; which not being agreed 
to by the Company, He at laſt 3 inſiſted 
on the immediate Payment of che Sum of 68,000 J. 
without any Terms or Conditions whatever, ſtil- 
ing it a Debt confeſſed by the Company to be due 
to his Maſter, and declaring that if they did not 
comply with his reaſonable Demand, his Maſter 
would immediately deprive Them of all their 
Trade with his Dominions, tho? granted to Them 
by the moſt ſolemn Treaties, and ſo frequently con- 
firmed to "Tits by his a Word and Pro- | 


miſe. | | 
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As incredible as this may appear, it is- the true 
Hiſtory of the Prot now before Us. This is, 
in D what has been laid before the Gene- 
u Court. by the Directo Themſelves, and has 
been publiſned to the World above three Months, 
Tine. being once contradicted, during that whole 
Time 
But in Caſe of a Rupence: with, Sa, They 
may poſſibly- put it in another Light, and explain 
to Us ſome hidden Truths, of Conceſſions made to 
Them by Mr. Keene, or our Miniſters at home, 
with Regard to this Particular, which. was refs, 
to both" Houſes f Parliament. 

That Lou = the better judge of the 3 
of Mr. Keene, our Miniſter, on the Receipt of this 
Proteſt, I muſt inform You, that beſides his Poſt 


of, Ambaſſador, He poſſeſſes allg the Office of 


Agent for the South Sea Company with the Court of 


Spain, for which he receives from the Company, 
as have been infarm*d, a Sallary of 1500 J. per 
annum. As He firſt went to Spain in this Capa- 
city, and has continued in it ever ſince; He: 
muſt of Neceſſity have been acquainted With all 
theſe Tranſactiuns; He muſt have known that the 


Demand of the 68, ooo J. was entirely groundleſs; 
and that aſſerting the Company«to have confeſſed it 


to be due was a moſt - notorious Falſhood. He 


muſt alſo have plainly ſeen, that as the Proteſt- is 


ſaid to have been made with reciprocal Accord, He 
is thereby charged with ſupporting theſe iniquitous * 
Claims, with allowing that the Company had con- 
feſſed this Debt, and with conſpiring to deprive that 
Company, by which he was intruſted; of all their 
Rig bts of Trade veſted in Them by many Acts of 


the Legiſlature, in Conſequence of the mft ſalemn 


Treaties —— A Charge, from — ——— ; 


wee be — to ſee him abſoly'd, 
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. 
cruln —— was it not reaſonable to 
expect that a Perſon who. lay under ſuch. Obliga- 


tions to; the-Company, would. _ the unwarrant- 


able Proceedings Againſt. it, ſu 


by the 
Prevarication; and wh. Ikewilg dau that 


the: Court of Spain bad in this Proteſt deſcribed 
Him, not only as an Accomplice, but as a princi 
Cantriver of this perſidious Tranſaction? * 
Lay, was not to be expected from One, who, be- 


particular Engagements to the Company, 


"bad. allo, by: is Chen of 4 m Abular, 


che Care of the National Honour, and the Rights 


of every Britiſh Subject intruſted to his Keeping, 


as He was negociating a Treaty with Spain, in 


which, We were told, tha! Nation had promis /d to 


nt us all which We could ever ask, even at the 
Rnd. ofthe f rel Her 7 rent} 


But in vain are all Eape mu af every- Thi 
Spi 4 


but the outward 'Shew* rit from #boſe Hands, 
who have now engroſſed the, Direction of our pub- 
lick Affairs. How much. vainer then were the 
Hopes, that in this Inſtance : ow Miniſter Plenipo- 
May, ow ſhould: behave with a Dignity ſuitable to 
his high Office, and to the Character of the Na- 
tion He repreſented; when (as it has ſince been 
diſcovered) the Money, which was by this Protef 
to have been extorted from the Company, was co: 


vertly to have been applied towards the quieting of 


our Dameſtick Clamours, by pretending it to have 
been the Reſtitution made by Spain for the * 
dations on our Merchantis. 

For the Court of Hain well knowing the pa- 
cifick Diſpoſition of our i Miniſter, c not. — 
8 on to allow us that Reparation, which 

bey bad ſo aften' promiſed ; and it hoings tn 

ſome. Meaſure, neceſſary to the Miniſter, that 


Convenian, male the. Beginning dd thi Ter, 4 
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ſhould, at leaſt in 1 ſecure to Us ſome- 


thing of this Nature, He fix*d his Eye upon the 
South Sea Company, as a Body of Men, who by 
frequent and implicit Reliances on Spaniſh Delu- 
fions, and his known Intereſt in their Directors, 
were alread y trained to his Purpoſe. He therefore, 
in order to reſerye to his Catholic Majeſty the 
greateſt Part of the 95,000 J. which by the Con- 
vention is ſtipulated for Reſtitution to Us, Mr. 
Keene and Mr. de Ia Quadra agree, that a Proteſt 
ſhall be delivered, on the Part of the King of Spain, 
previous to the Gigning of the Convention, by which 


he reſerves to himſelf the Right of forcing the 


Company to reimburſe Him 68,000 l. He declaring 
that, under the Force and Validity of this Proteſt, the 
Convention may be proceeded on, and no otherwiſe——= 
Thus it is intended, though purpoſely expreſſed with 


Ambiguity, that if the Company refuſe to pay this 
Sum, Our Claim to the e ſhall, by their 


Refuſal be annihilated. 

This Interpretation * Purpoſe of the Spaniards 
could not well be unknown to our Miniſters, be- 
cauſe it cannot be forgot how induſtriouſly They 
oppos'd and defeated a Reſolution to declare the 
Cuaveution broke on the Side of Spain, no Part of 
the 95, 000 J. having been paid, though the ſtipu- 
lared Time was then elaps' d, that King perſiſting 


in his Demand of 68, 000 J. from the Sourh Sea 


Company, as a neceſſary Preliminary, without which 
he held Himſelf engag'd for Nothing. 

This. Proteſt then being intended to conceal the 
Truth of that fubtile Intrigue from vulgar Eyes, 
that the other Part of our Agreement in the Con- 


vention might dazale the Publick, by the oftenta- 


tious Reparation there pretended to be allowed, it 
could not be expected that a Tranſaction ſo neceſ. 


Gy to the Alter, and principally cantrived by 


Him, 


f 4 
Him; as Sir Thomas now aſſerts, could be reſented 


by our Ambaſſador in the Manner. it deſery*d. Ac- 


cordingly we find, that Mr. Keene, far from deny- 
ing the Juſtnels of the Claim of the 68,000 7: 
or that the Company had confeſs'd the Debt, or that 
He had agreed with reciprocal Accord that this Pro- 
zeft ſhould be delivered ; far from reſenting the 
matchleſs Affront hereby offer'd to the Britil Na- 
tion; He, on the contrary, in his Anſwer to Mr. 
De la Quadra, aſſerts, that the Company had ar- 
knowledg'd the Debt, and owns that his Proteſt 
had been previouſly concerted and agreed to be- 
tween Them; thereby confeſſing, what without 
his own Teſtimony, would never have been be- 
lieved, viz. that He, the Ambaſſador of Great Bri 
lain, and Agent for the Company, in Confederacy 
with the Spani % Miniſter, had agreed to give up 
the juſt Claims of that Company," with whoſe Affairs 
He had been many Years intruſted, to the Sum of 
68,000 J. or otherwiſe to deprive them of boſe 
Rights, which They poſſeſs d by the moſt ſacred 
Treaties, and the Law by Nations. But not to take 
theſe Facts on my Aſſertion, let the a 
Letter bear Witneſs to the Truth of them, 


Madrid, January 11. MS. 
STR, 


HAVE juſt receiꝰ d your Excellency* s Let- 
oe ter of Yeſterday in the Evening, with the 
„Declaration, which You have ſign'd in the Name 
of his Catholick Majeſty, reſerving to Himlelf 
* the Right to be able to ſuſpend the Company of 


„nde Aſeento, and to diſpatch the neceſſary Orders 5 


for that Purpoſe, in caſe the Company refuſe to 
e pay, within a ſhort Term, the Sixty-eig bt thbon- 


„ ſand Pounds ſterling, which it has 3 to 


” We, on Account of the Duty on Ne egroes; upon 
v6 the 


WW 
tlie Foot of 52 d. per Dollar, and of the Profit 
of the Royal Caroline; and J will not fail, purſu- 
ant to what WE have agreed, to ſend the faid 
* Declaration ro my Court, and to tranſmit a Copy 
<< thereof to the Compam, by the Courier, that 
e will be charg'd with the Convention 8 d 


5 I have the Honour to be; c. 
B. KEENE, 


Thus hive We ſcen thut a Negotlation; preceded 
by a prodigious Armament, which was continued in- 
active, as We were told, upon the Promiſe of uin 
to grant Us all our reaſonable Demands, inſtead of 


procuring Us our _ expected Satisfaction, has 
nſults, and more undiſguiſed 
Injuſtice, than any of which we formerly com- 


ſubjected Us to ruder 
lained; whilſt at the fame Time the miniſterial 


riters, and their Patron, far from reſenting theſe 
perfidious and oppreſſive Proceedings, endeavour 
to cover them by Equivocation and Falſhood; as 
they were occalion'd by I dare not fay 

what. ; 


At the fame Time They publickly defended the 


Honour, Faith and Humanity of the Spaniſh Na- 


tion, whilſt They endeavour'd to ſtigmatize their 
own Countrymen, as the moſt faithleſs Savages a- 
mongſt the Race ef Mankind. 

After this View of the Proteſt, which preceded 
the late Convention, the Stipulations contained in 
that Convention cannot deſerve your Notice; ſince, 
were they ever ſo advantageous and honourable, yet 


as they were concluded, in conſequence of our re- 
ceiving that inſolent and tyrannical Declaration, and 


were ſigned under its Force and Validity, no Terms 


connected with ach o proceeding can poſſibly * 


your A; 


my 


- 
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However the Condeſcenſions, contained in the 
Convention itſelf, are no ways inconſiſtent with the 
obſequious Conduct, that preceded them; for it 
ſeems in Effect to deliver Carolina and Georgia in- 
to the Hands of Spain, by putting a Stop to the 
Eſtabliſhments and Fortifications in thoſe Parts. It 
confirms the Claim of the Spaniards to a Sovereign 
ty in the American Seas, by referring, as doubttul, 


to a future Decifion, the Property of a Britiſh Ve, 


el, confeſſed by the Capters, to be taken on our 
own Coaſts, above an hundred Leagues from any 
Spaniſh Settlement; it leaves all the future Security 
of our Commerce to a diſtant Negociation ; and how 
effectual a Remedy That is like to prove to the 
preſent Oppreſſion of our Merchants, let the fatal 
xperience of the /aft ten Years declare, 3 
I ſhall now acquaint You with the Reaſons, that 
have been urged in Favour of this Convention; 


from whence You may make your own Judgments 


whether they prevail'd, in fo auguſt an Aſſembly, 


ſolely by their own Force and Sufficiency, 

Ihe firſt Argument uſed to prove the Merit of 
this Convention, was the Honour it had done to 
our Negociations, by procuring a Sum of Money 
to be allowed to our Merchants, for Reparation of 
their Loſſes ; a Circumſtance, We were told, but 
rarely occurring even in thoſe Treaties, formed. in 
Conſequence of the greateſt Succeſſes, CE 
To this it was anſwered, That if Stipulations of 
this Kind were unuſual, it ought to be conſidered, 
that it was ſtill more unuſual, that a Nation fo a- 
vowedly plundered, as We had been for twelve 
Years paſt, ſhould for ſo long a Time be prevented 
from doing Themſelves Juſtice, 8 

That the Reparation of 95,000 J. hereby pro- 
miſed to Us, was not one ſeventh Part of what 
the King of Spain had * engaged Himſelf co 

E 1 pay; 


A - w_ _ pomnreth, nl 
rr r — _ — 
=s 2 wats —e 


6 


pay; and that alter the numerous Inſtances of the 


Perfidy of Spain, Promiſes alone were ur in 
ſignificant. 


And farther, that even this Promiſe of Ne | 


fon was a ſhameful Colluſion; ſince, in order to 
obtain it, we had winked at the Reſolution of Spain, 
to rob the South-Sea Company of 68,000 , which 


was to have been covertly applied as Part of the 


Sum promiſed. 


To invalidate the Force of theſe . it 
was in the next Place urged by the Friends to the 
Convention, that the Proteſt was an Act, in which 
We had no Part; and that therefore, though i it was 
confeſſed that the Terms of that Proteſt were ex- 
tremely ſcandalous, yet it had no more Relation to 


the Convention than to the grand Alliauce. 


Jo this it was replied, That it was undeniable by 
the Letters, which had paſſed between Mr. De la 
Quadra and Mr. Keene, and had been laid before the 


Houſe, that the Delivery of this Proteſt had been 
concerted between Them; and therefore that it was 
certainly a Part of the Agreement between the 7.0 
Nations. 


That had We nm nothing of it *till after the 
ſigning of the Convention, yet as it declares the Re- | 


ſolution of the King of Spain, from which He has 


not yet departed ; We mult either confeſs that the 
Convention is by theſe Means broken through ; or 
that if after being acquainted with this Proteſt, We 
ſtill acquieſce, we muſt neceſſarily expect that it 


will make a Part of the Execution of the Con- 
vention. 


In anſwer to the general Diſtatiafaction, that 50. | 
from our not being exempted by this Convention 


from the future Searchings of the Spaniſh Guards 
Cejas, it was urg'd, that although as Exemption 


wa not particularly — in it, yet as . had - . 
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agreed that the 1 Negociation ſhontd be — 
lated by thoſe former Treaties, in which Sne had no 
ſuch Right, She did by that Conceſſion virtually 
agree to the Exemption in Queſtion. 

To this it was anſwered, That Spain pretended 
at all Times to allow us the Benefit of thoſe Trea- 
ties; but interpreted away our Right, of being 
exempted from Search, contained i in them; ſo that 
her agreeing to treat with Us, on the F oor of thoſe 
Treaties, was na Conceſſion, unleſs She expreſsly 
renounced her unjuſt Interpretation of them. | 

That it was ſtrange ſuch ſophiſtical Reaſoning 
| ſhould be urged againſt a alive Fac, which eve- 

ry Gentleman knew, or might know; that Spain, 
at the Time of ſigning the 9 did peremp- 
torily refuſe to diſclaim her Practice of Searching. 

Laſih, We were told by a Gentleman, emi- 
nently skill'd in foreign Affairs, that the Nation 


had no Allies, and that ike prodigious Load of our 


Debts rendered Us incapable of vigoreus Meaſures. 


N ay, it was asked of 'Thoſe, who diſapproved of 
the Convention, whether They intended by their 
Cavils to force the Nation into a War, under theſe 
diſaſtrous Circumſtances.— How provoking is it 
to hear Thoſe, who have been negociating Us, for 
eighteen Years, into ſuch a Situation, making Uſe 
of theſe Arguments, however juſt they might ap- 
pear in the Mouths of Ochers? 

On this it has been obſeryed, that the Declara- 
tion of that bonourable Gentleman, that We had 
neither Money nor Friends, was a very extraordi- 
nary one; elpecially at a Conjuncture, when if it 
was believed by our Enemies, it might prove high- 

ly detrimental to the Pablick, that He ſhould thus 
cConfeſs a Circumſtance fo full of Humiliation to, 
Himſelf and his Brotber; for it was known that 


oe S continuing to Us our old Allies, and 
TT procuring 


( 36 
uring Us new Ones, had been near twenty 
Foes his peculiar Province, as the husbanding of 
the public Treaſure had, during the ſame Time, 
been intruſted to the Management of his Brother. - 

That after his Declaration, it would be impoſſi- 

ble to avoid reflecting on the many Speeches, Pam- 
_ phlets, Gazetteers, &c. which for many Years paſt 
have been filled with Encomiums on the Happineſs 
of our Situation; for in theſe elaborate Performan- 
ces, compoſed, many of them, by the Adnifter him. 
ſelf, and the Authors of all-of them nouriſhed by 
his liberal Hand, We have been perpetually con- 
gratulated upon the conſummate Prudence of our 
Alliances, the flouriſhing State of our Trade; the 
| Increaſe of our national Wealth, and of eur na- 
tional Influence, under * er e * 
Niration. 

That as to the Load of our Debrs, aca by 
this Gentleman, as a Diſcouragement to all - vigorous 
Attempts, - This was ſtill more furprizing -in his 
Mouth ;- ſince it was well known that -the ſerious 
Efforts made for. the Payment of them by Thoſe, 
who were deeply affected with Apprehenſions of 
the Danger, to which their Continuance would at 
50 expoſe Us, had been often treated by Him and 

is Brother with Contempt and Ridicule. They 
have frequently affirmed in the very ſame Aſſembly, 
that the poſtponing of thoſe Payments was rather 
advantageous than detrimental to the Publick, per- 
ſuading us almoſt annually,” on the moſt frivolous © 
Pretences, to diyert the. Treaſure deſtined to this ſa- 
Jutary Purpoſe -Nor muſt it be forgot that 
the Scheme of a worthy-- Patriot, and ſtrongly ſup- 
ported, though in vain, by moſt of the Gentlemen, 
who lately ſeceded, for reducing Intereſt to 3 per 
Cent. was rejected by thefe Gentlemen, at that Time, 

and | perhaps will neyer be in our Power — Oe 
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That ſo little 4id'theſs Sake fag formerly ſeem” 
to ſuſpect, that the Revenue of this Kingdoni? Was 
inſufficient to ſuppert any Meaſures, however vi. 
gorous, that in theſe Diſputes with Spain, during 
the laſt twelve Years, th which-We were engaged 
in no War, we have ſpent, in naval Armaments; 
Standing Armies and Alliances, * which have neither 
aſſiſted our Friends, nor injured our Enemies, neat 
Twenty eight: Millions of Money, a Sum that would 
have paid, for the ſame Time, two Armies equal 
to That, which We maintain'd in Handers, under 
7 * "mp Doks = e _ * Tun 


: | more 


I Our. 7 to the Army in 7 wider the Duke of 
: Marlborough, was $0,000 Men. Their Pay; at a Medium, 
mounted to about 1,060,000 J. per annum, and when one 
ear, towards the End of the War, they were autzmenie 
to 65,178, their annual Pay even then un o 
A. ! 1392 78 
The Expence of the War, n the aun: 1704, e 5 
| 10 no more than 3-46 111 J. was: n the un Art 
ticles, VIZ. . 
= | 1 
40. 000 Men for Sea Service — — 2,080,000 
50,000 Men Land Forces in Flanders — 1 1,062, 252 


Subſidies to the Allie.  — 55,272 
For the Portugal Serviſe— — 150,000 
The Ordinance for Land Service — 118,362 

e ß 0: #6 %%, 


3465, 886 


Our domeftick Expence, in the ſame Year, a 
mounted only to 1, 183,000 4. under the follow- 


ing Heads, VIZ. Fx 1 

The Civil Lift — — _ 700,000 
The Ordinary of * Navy — — 120000 
For circulating Excbequer Bills — —— 6,000 
| þ ba Se. ad en — — 357,009 


3 ; jt 3 4 — 
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) 
more than the n War in that 


proſperous Year, 1704, in which we gain'd the 
ever-memorable Battle of Blenbeim by Land, and 
with our Fleet took Gibraltar, and beat, near Ma. 


ji compleateſt Fleet &er ſent to Sea by 


* 4 again ; py Ga a ſurely in- 
"Y by this Declaration, that We were to ſubmit 
wo all Indignities of every Kind, rather than risk 
the Inconveniences of a Mar. If tkerefore, weak 
and contemptible as we are repreſented, it is ſtill 

t on Us, to reſent a certain Degree of ill 
Ulage from our Neighbours, it will be difficult 
even to imagine an Incident more prejudicial to our 
Honour, and the future Intereſts of 'our Commerce, 


chan this inſolent Proteſt of Spain. Every dilinte- 
reſted Briton, who examines the Circumſtances of 
this deceitful Contrivance, will ſurely reſolve, that 


whilſt there remains one Ship of our Navy, Hands 
to man her, and Money to arm and victual her, 


x would be inglorious to ſubmit to ſo barctac'd an 
in poſition. 


But farther, our behaving 3 this Affront, 


with a Dignity. and irit worthy of the Britiſh 
Nation, would, in all Probability, prove the moſt 
effectual Means of avoiding a War, which a tame 
Compliance muſt at laſt inevitably bring upon us. 


It is' ridiculous to ſappoſe, that our Condef: enfion 


in this Inſtance would render Spain leſs — ; 
that our Submuſſions would MEE Day" encreaſe 


| . 12 

So that the whole . of that Lear, made up of theſe 
wo Sums, is 4,048,386 J. or ſomething more than four Mil- 
nf and an balf;, which is but about one Million and a Quar- 
ter more than it hath coſt us each Year, at an Average, for 
mwehve Years paſt, it the Civil Liſt be reckon'd at a Million. 
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her Proving) * her repeated inſult would 


not at laſt end in a Var, or in our Servitude. | 
That in Reality her preſent Violences were ma- 
nifeſtly the Effect of our chriſtian Forbearance, 
and adele increaſed in Proportion to our Con- 
ceſſions; that had two or three Men of War been 
employed againſt her Guarda Coftas ten Years ago; 
and had ſpeedy and exemplary Juſtice been execu-, 
ted on ſuch o the Pyrates, as had been found 28. 
ing illegally, in all Probability our late Diſputes 
with that Nation might have been unknown to Us; 
for it could not be fuppoſed that the King of Spain' 


would have ſeriouſly concerned himſelf with the In- 


tereſts of a few avowed Thieves at Porto Rico and 


the Havana; nor could France, in ſuch a Caſe, 
have interpos d, with the leaſt Pretence of Juſtice 
hat an Appearance of Spirit might yet fave. 


Us; but if We again gave Way, Spain might be 


encourag*d to expect an unreſerv d eren 
with all her Demands, and from thence be embol 
den' d to increaſe her Inſolence and Tyranny to 
ſuch a Degree, that even the preſent pacifick ict Ser. 

tlemen would at laſt be neceſſitated to declare for 
Mar, under the additional Diſadvantage of having 
perhaps, incurr*d freſh Diſcredit with all their 
po. nine as well as Diſtruſt amongſt their own | 
Count - whilft they have ſuffer d Spain to 
ſtrengthen Herſelf with an Alliance of the greateſt. 
Conſequence, ſecur'd to Them by Treaty, and ce- 


mented 


Marriage. 
Thus have I laid before You the principal Cir- 


 cumſtances of this important Affair; and from this 


Narrative, You will doubuleſs be fatisfied, that our 


receiving that inſolent Proteſt, and figning the Con- 


vention afterwards, without its being withdrawn, 
was a Behaviour, which to Thoſe, who have not 


| been able to diſcover” the ſecret Motives of fack a 


Conde- 
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W muſt *. appeared highly diſho: 
nourable to the Nation. . 

And You will ſurely confeſs that when,. at any 
Time, the Deciſions of your Repreſentatives. are op- 
poſed to the general Senſe of the Kingdom, You can- 
not be too diligent in examining the Motives, that 
have. determined Them. 

This. Enquiry is a Duty You owe to Jour own, 
Safety, and to their Characters. * . 

In this Diſſertation I ſhall ſuppoſe a Parliament 
totally ſubſervient to a Mznifer for their Pay, with- 
out the leaſt Regard to Honour, to Juſtice, to 
their Country, or their Poſterity; a Situation I am 
very far from believing We either now are, or ever 
ſhall be in; and therefore hope I may argue with 


full F reedom, and without Offence. 


Whenever, by the Number of profitable Places 
in the Gift of the Crown or the Miniſter, as well 
as the immenſe Sums, that an exorbitant Civil Lt, 
and our prodigious annual Expence naturally put into 
his Hands, He can procure a Majority of the Le. 
giſlature to become 55 Penſioners, and to conſider 
the pecuniary Rewards, which They receive from 
his Hands, as of infinitely more Conſequence, than 
what their Share of the publick Expences amount to; 
a. Parliament thus modelled can ſurely be no De- 
fence to our Liberty; ſince no Reaſon can be given, 


why They ſhould, at any Time, oppoſe the Will 


of their Paymaſter, however miſchievous or tyranni- 
cal ; for that would be maiming the Hand that 
feeds them, and fooliſhly abandoning thoſe Ad- 
vantages, which They had already. preferr'd to 
every other Intereſt and Obligation, as of more Ac- 
count, than their Conſcience, their Honour, and 
their Country. 

The abſolute Power acquired over Us by theſe 


Meds, will be the more fatal and permanent. 
when 


nn 

when it is diſgaifed under the exterior Shew of ous 
ancient Conflitution ; becauſe the Bulk of Mankind, 
perceiving. no Change in the cuſtomary Forms of 
Government, ſuſpect not the Fraud till too late; 
and thus Thoſe, whom we ſhould + appoint the 
Guardians of our Liberty, would make uſe of that 
Truſt repoſed in them, to huſh our Sufpicions, and 
to perſuade Us into the Belief of our Security : 
whilſt They were fixing our Chains, and conſult- 
ing with their Leader, what Precautions were moſt 
prudent to be taken, during 'this Interyal 'of our 
Deluſion, to defeat all our - Efforts for Redreſs, 
when We ſhould at laſt be awakened, and pacafe 
the Horrors of our Situation. | 

But the abſolute Power, to which We ſhould be 
neceſſarily ſubjefted by à Parliament thus corrupted, 
is not the only Miſchief attending it. 

For abfolute Poiwer may be uſed with Prudence 
and Humanity. It is poſſible that an arbitrary M. 
nurch may neither impoveriſn his People by a Load 

of unneceſſary Tauts, nor expoſe Them, by the Fol- 
ly of his Conduct, to the Scorn of their Neighbours, 
and the Power of their Enemies. 

But ſhould We be ever governed by a | corrupted 
Parliament, a needleſs Profuſion of the publick 
Treaſure, and an univerſal Miſmanagement of At- 
fairs, both Foreign and Domeſtict, would in thoſe 
Circumſtances be inevitable. 

For as the conſtant Pay of ſuch a ee 
muſt in ſome Shape or — be furniſhed by the 
anbappy People, who are at the fame Time ruined 
by their Vendbity) and as an immediate Tax, ex- 
preſly for this purpoſe, would even ſhock. that Con- 
fidence, which no Degree of publick Shame could 
have Force to affect; therefore that their below 
Traffitk might not be ſaſpended, it would be ne- 
* to alarm the * with chimerical Necef 


ities 
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| nis and imaginary Dangers ; that the publick Ex. 
| pence being by theſe Pretences augmented, there 
= might be more Room in the various Articles; of 
=. which it would conſiſt, to allot to theſe Mercenaries 
the Means of their private Indemnification. Thus 
would Millions be raiſed on the Nation, under the 
moſt 1mpertinent pretences, meerly that theſe Imple- 
ments of power might filch their ten Thouſands out 
of them, whilſt They are treating the Diſtreſſes of 
the publick, occaſioned by theſe exo#bitant Expences, 
with Raillery and Contempt. 
It is, indeed, but reaſonable that theſe Gentlemen 
ſhould receive ſome Gratification from the Miſeries 
of the reſt of Mankind, ſince by abandoning the In- 

_ tereſt of the Commonwealth; and giving up their Con- 
ſciences into the keeping of a Miniſter, They would 
become the Objects of publick Odium. It is like- 
wiſe to be ſuppoſed that; in their Turns, They 
would burn with the ſincereſt Hatred to Thoſe; 
whom, having thus grievouſly abuſed; They . can- 
not help conſidering as their Enemies; and as 
Thoſe, from whoſe Hands They might one Day 

3 the * nts due to their el 

ne * 

HhHecẽſides engaging the Nation» in the moſt ex- 
travagant Expences, the better to protect and diſ- 
guiſe . their Exceſſes, a Parliament thus de bauched 
would of Neceflity occaſion the publick Affair 
to be managed with a greater Degree of Unskil- 
fulneſs, than would be done in any other Govern- 

ment; for as it is to be preſumed, that the Gen- 
tlemen compoſing the Majority : of ſucb an Aſem- 
bly would, in this Cafe, be moſt of Them poſ- 
(kd, either by Themſelves or their Friends; of 
the principal Poſts of the Government, and of the 
Direction of thoſe Offices, through which all the na- 
tional "Tranſactions muſt * ; and as the. greateſt 

| Part 
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Part of chem * be raiſed to thoſe. Places, not 
on Account of their Merit, or particular Ailities, 
but meerly in Conſequence of their Parliamentaz 
Intereſt; ſo their Continuance in them would in no 
wiſe depend on their proper Diſcharge of the Du- 
ties annexed to them. Thus the principal Poſts in 
our Army, our Fleet, and our publick Offices of every 
Pa might be filled with Men incapable of the 

1ployments allotted to them. 

Beſides this general Want of Abilities, which 
would be occaſioned hereby in every Part of our 
Conduct, ir would be highly the Intereſt of the 
Corrupted, that to theſe unavoidable Irregularities, 
as many voluntary Errors as poſſible might be 
added; ſince when, by a Complication of Diſ- 
treſſes, the N lation ſhould 45 2 | Firs be alarmed, 
and the Miniſter ſhould his Safety, the 
Price of Corruption vad ad Pence, new Preten- 
ons would be pleaded; new Di nene made; 
and new Places — ſo that the Blunders We 
ſhould make in our national Affairs, would be of 
all Incidents the moſt lucratiye, and therefore the 
moſt deſireable to a corrupted Parliament. 

And if (as We have ſeen) an unneceſſary Pro- 
fuſion of the publick Treaſure, and an eternal 
Round of Blunders in our national Affairs, muſt 
be the jnevitable conſequence of a venal' Legif- 
lature, it cannot be doubted that We mult alſo by 
theſe Means be rendered contemptible to our 
Neighbours, and impotent to our Enemies. | 
' Beſides, the Management of this Scene of Cor 
ruption would totally engroſs the Attention and 
Care of Thoſe, who ſhould happen to be Chief in 
Power; ſince, as theſe Prattices would rarely take 
Place, till our Governors have, by their Ambition 
or Avarice, merited the Indignation of the Pub- 


We and begin to apprehend its juſt Reſentment z 
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and as the Protection acquired by e odious "Mie. 
thods will continually augment the publick Ha- 
tred, it would become more and more neceſſary to 


a Miniſter, in ſuch Circumſtances, to perpetuate 
his Influence over the Parliament, from whence only 
He could hope for Security againſt the united 
Murmurs of an inflamed' People. By theſe Means 
his own Safety, and the Continuation of his Power, 
being of ſo much more Importance ro Him, than 
the Intereſt or Honour of that Country, by which 
He would know Himſelf deteſted, He would na- 
turally purſue the Methods of Corription, and con- 
fider them as the principal, if not ſole Operations 
of Government, which would be worthy of his 
Attention; at the ſame Time diſregarding the 
Loſs of our National Reputation, the Deſtruction of 
our Commerce, and the Abolition of our Power: 
provided that over any of theſe Ruins the grand 
Machine of Corruption might be conducted with 
greater Eaſe and Security; for Corruption will ne- 
ceſſarily make one Miniſter abſolute, and put the 
whole Legiſlature in his Pocket, as Villars Nuke of 
Buckingham did Proxies, which he carried to ſuch 
2 pitch, that it occafion*d an Order, which is ſtill 
obſerv*d, that no Lord ſhould have more than Iwo 
Proxies. 

Thus does it appear that a e "FRY 
inſtead of protecting the publick Liberty and the 
public Happineſs, by having its Intereſt connected, 
as it ought to be, with That of the reſt of the 
N ation; inſtead of thus anſwering the purpoſe of 


its original Inſtitution, would deliver us up, al- 
moſt without Redemption, to the deſpotick power 
of their Paymaſter. They would pillage the pub- 


lick Treaſure without Remorſe; draining the 


People, on the moſt groundleſs pretences, of vaſtly 
Farger Sus, thin + even | what the ocious Wages of 
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their Servitude amounts 00, with a View that 
the Mulnplicity of Tranſactions, their own by Tay 
aer might be more eaſily ſcreen!d from Obſervation. 
We have alſo ſeen, that it muſt neceſſarily throw 
the Buſineſs of the Nation into Hands the leaſt 
capable of executing it; by which Means our 
Commepce, our Reputation, our Spirit, and our Power, 
would immediately decay, by no ſmall Degrees z 
and from the moſt free, the moſt happy, and the 
braveſt People in the Univerſe, We ſhould foan 
become contemptible Slaves, eminent only for our 
Wretchedneſs and Cowardice. * 

'.. Theſe would be the dreadful Conf ones ofa 
corrupted Legiſlature, if the Virtue of the Nation, 
in ſuch an Exigency, ſhould not interpoſe betimes z 
and from hence You may jud ge of 5 infinite 
Importance it is to your Safety, that even on the 
Suſpicion of any indirect Influence upon your Re. 
 preſentatives, your Attention ou ght to be awakened 
by every honeſt Art, and your Caſe. laid before 
You; that You'may be enablel to diſcover when- 
ever You are in Danger of being betrayed, or 
ſold by yout Repreſentatives ; for if, in Conſequence 
of thele "Jafoetnadns, You timely ſuſpect the Mif- 
chief, it will then be in your Power to prevent its 
Effects; ſince there is veſted in You, by the Laws 
7 the Land, and the repeated Reſolutions of the 
Houſe of Commons, an clfectual Remedy againſt all 
theſe Diſorders. ' © 

The Remedy I mean is the Right of petitioning 
His Majeſty for a free Parliament, and for the Re- 
dreſs of Grievances, ' * 
You are intitled to this Right, as J have already 


| obſerved, by numerous Reſolutions of the Houſe of 


Commons, and by many expreſs Laus; particu» 
larly by the Bill of. Rights, framed at the Revolt» 
Jo, as the Charter of our yOu: * 1 

Nays 


CC wwe {3 . 
Nay, ſo facred 1 this Rigbt been formerly 
- efteenv'd, that when, on Occaſion of the Petitions 
for the Sitting of the Parliament, from all Parts 
of the Kingdom, in the Time of Charles II. 
the Court- Party endeavoured to procure Counter- 
- Addreſſes, declaring thęir  Abhorrence of ſuch Feci- 
tioning ; the Parliament, upon their Meeting, did 
not only declare, Nemine contradicente, that it is, 
and ever bath been the undoubted Right of the Sub. 
 jetts of England, to petition the King for the calling 
aud fitting of Farliaments, and redreſſmg Grie- 

Vances ; but they alſo reſolved, That to traduce ſuch 
4 Petitioning as a Violation of Duty, and to repre- 
| fent it to His Majeſty as tumultuous and ſeditious, is 
10 betray the Liberty of the Sulject, and contributes 
to the Defien of ſubverting the ancient legal Conſtitu- 
. Tution of this Kingdom, and introducing arbitrary p 
A | 3 
In Conſequence of theſe Votes it was ordered, 80 

That a Committee be appointed, to enquire of all ſuch || h. 
. Perſons, as haue offended againſt theſe Rights.of the 
Subjects and Sir Francis Withens having been || © 
found guilty by the Committee of encouraging the = 
. Addreſſes for the ' Abhorrency, &c. it was reſolved, || p 
That Sir Francis Withens, by promoting and preſem- | |; 
ing to His Majeſty an Addreſs expreſſmg his ſaid Ab. 57 

barrency, hath betrayed the undoubted Rights of the | 


Se. a0 Aw mn 


Sujetzs of Englang. 7 
It was alſo ordered that He ſhould be expelled - _ 
the Houſe, and that He ſhould receive his Sentence * 
en his Kuees. . 5 Wi 
Many others too were cenſured ; and an Im- af 
peachment was ordered againſt Sir Francis North, as 


Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, for adviſing 
nd aſſiſting in drawing up and paſſing a Proclama- || 
tan, that had been ifſued againſt /ynultuous Pe- || to 
fitions, ROE Bn Pt OE 
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Nor is it furptiſing . an Hbngt Paraiuent 1 
ſhould thus ſtrenuouſly aſſert the Right of tlie Sub- 
ject to petition his Majeſty fer the Redreſs of their 
Grievances; eſpecially for the Calling, and Sitting. 
of Parliaments ;, for Experience had taught Them, 
that in our moſt ſcandalous Times, when the Prac- 
tice of influencing our Repreſentatives, by. pecuniary. 
Diftributions, had taken Place, the moſt effectual 
Method of removing this Evil, had been found 
to be Addreſſmg his Majeſty to grant to his loyal 
Subjects the Benefit of a free Parliament, either by 
delivering up to publick Juſtice . Thoſe of hes 
Miniſters, who had thus abuſed his Royal Confidence, 
in debauching the Legiſlature, or by ee the 
Parliament, which had ſubmitted to this Diſho- 
nour, and thereby putting it in the Power of the 
Publick, by a new. Election, to replace with Gen- 
tlemen, more worthy of their Confidence, the 
Seats of Thoſe, who were known thus infarnouſly to 
have betrayed their Truſt. y 

And ſhould . You; by the future Triumphs. of 
Corruption, be ever neceſſitated to requeſt the ſame 
gracious Favour of his preſent Majeſty, We ſhould 
have the ſtrongeſt Preſumptions to hope, from his 
known Regard to Fuftice; and to the Intereſts of 
bis People, that in this righteous Cauſe He would 
not be inexorable to your Petitions. 

For if, in any ſuch future Exigence, it ſhould 
appear to his Majeſty by the Unanimity and, Ear- 
neſineſs- of your . Addreſſes, that your Complaints 
were not the artful Clamours of a Fa#iom, aiming 
at Power, nor did ariſe from all the wicked Arts : 
and Inſinuations, that Malice and Falſhood. could ſilg- 
geft , but were founded on the real Ills We ſhould : 
feel; when it ſhould. by theſe Means be evident 
to his Majeſty, that hee Petitions of his faithful 
Subjects were only. the honeſt Efforts of à free , 


TER People, © 


1 A. 
People, zcalous for the Preſervation of their Ho- 
nour and their Liberty, and thereby moſt effectu- 
ally ſecuring the Luſtre of the Throne, it would' 
be Injuſtice to his known Paſſion for Equity, to 
4 that, under theſe Circumſtances, We 
ſhould not receive from his Royal Hands all the 
Redreſs, which the Greatneſs of our Sufterings 
would then require. : 

But as we cannot flatter Ourſelves that all our 
Future Monarchs will be equally diſpoſed with his' 
preſent Majeſty, to liſten to the juſt Requeſts of 
their People; and as it is much more prudent to 
prevent Diſorders, than to neglect them for a Time, 
relying on the Efficacy of the Remedies, of which 
we are ſuppoſed ro be Maſters, it would therefore 
become your Prudence ſeriouſly to deliberate on 
the. moſt likely Means of ſecuring your Repreſen- 
tatives, at all Times, from this pernicious Influ- 
ence of * ſo fatal to their Honour, and to 
your Safet 

This I conceive, as to the Houſe of Commons, 
will be beſt effected by a Bill, that ſhould reſtrain 
and limit the Number of Members, poſſeſſed of 
Places under the Crown ; and ſhould at the ſame 
Time enact proper Penalties againſt ſuch Perſons, 
beyond the Number allowed, who, during their 
Continuance in that Houſe, ſhould partake of the. 
Bounties of the Crown, either in Penfions, Grants, 
Places, Quartering, or in any other Shape what- 
ever; for the eaſy Diſcovery of all which ſecret 
Tranſactions, effectual Methods ſhould likewiſe be 
taken in the ſame Bill, 

Such an Af as this would eſtabliſh and confirm 
the antient Luſtre of the Howe of Commons; for 
it would effectually render the Intereſt of that 
Body inſeparable from the true Intereſt of ' the Na. 
od and we ſhould _ have the 1 
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table Security chat the” general Courſe of our 

ck Affairs, would be directed by a duc Regal 
to: our Honour, and pur  Happmeſs, 

This perhaps might be one of the "Motives, 
which incitedd Thoſe, whom for many any Years we 
You have conſidered as the Gnardians of "your L 
berty, to engage in the Lale Secgſſn, in order 95 
avow to You in the moſt affecting Manner 4 Tyuth!, 
that had You been ro te told! 2 might ER not 
have ſufficiently alarm'd 1 8 at 

With this Titd, wheel dilagteeable, your 
Safety demands that You ſhould be acquainted ; it 
bein 8 in your Power only to fave the Nation from 
the ĩmpending Danger. 8 2d ach 

- Know then that it is the Opinibn of The 
who” have hitherto” erered Themſelves in your 


Service, that if a Place-Bill be not procured, all 


their honeſt Efforts will for the future be uſeleſs ta 


Fou, and Your Conſtitution will ſoon be at an End. 


For it cannot be doubred that our Conſtitution 
will be at an End, and We ſhall be Slaves to the 
Crown, whenever a Majority of both - Houſes of 
Parkament are Servants of the C Y0wn, and vote o | 


as the Miniſter directs Them, 


The Houſe of Lords We all know to be a per- 
manent Body, and moſt of the great Offices of 
State will probably, nay even neceflarily, be ſhar'd 
amongſt Them. Perſons of ſuch exalted Rank 
and Honour may not be thought ſo liable to the 
Influence of a Miniſter; but it will require no ſmall 
Degree of Virtue to oppoſe his Meaſures; however 
unjuſt; if it ſhould be true that the annual Sum of 
209,400 : O0: 00 J. is diſtributed amongſt Them. 

In the Houſe of Commons, above tw9 Hundred 
Members are known to poſſeſs. profitable Poſts 3 of 
which it is in the Power of the Crown to ec 


kk Them. at Pleaſure z and the Total ns 
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POLAR 'Sallaries 7 ihe to above two | Hundred 
thouſand Pounds per amum. 

There are; belides, great Nunibers of Cindi 
dates for Places; it being a Maxim perpetually 
inculcated amongſt all Thoſe, who have any Pre- 

ions fo Preferments of any Kind, that the moſt 
ſpeedy and infallible Method of ſucceeding, is 
being choſen into Parliament ; nay, it is' not un- 
common for a ' Poſt to be given away, under this 
expreſs Condition, that He, who receives it, ſhall 
immediately endeavour to get Himſelf choſen ; 
and in many Offices the Poſſeſſor is expected to be 
conſtantly i in Parliament, his Seat in that Houſe be- 
Ing conſidered as the Tenure, by which He holds 
his Place, and without which his Poſſeſſion would 
be very inſecure. 

That theſe Gentlemen might be fully inform*d of 
the Duty expected from Them, it hath lately 
grown a Cuſtom to diſplace Thoſe, who, being 
influenc'd by an hn Regard for the Truſt re- 
pos'd in Them, have ventur d to oppoſe any Mini- 
ſerial Meaſures, which They apprehend to be 
miſchievous to the Intereſt of that People, of whoſe 
Rights they had been conſtituted Protector s. 

Nay, fo far have theſe Practices, theſe pernicious 
Pratiices, been avowed, that on ſome extraordi- 
nary Inſtances of this Kind, which had been 
mentioned in Parliament, a certain Miniſter had 
the Aſſurance to declare in the Face of that Aſſem- 
bly, that He muſt be a very pityful Fellow, if He 
did not immediately turn out Thoſe, who at any 
Time ſhould oppoſe his Meaſures; a Proceeding, 
which he was pleaſed to ſtile, endeavouring to make 
Him leſs a Miniſter. 

This being therefore the avowed Caſe, that who- 
ever ventures to oppoſe the Will of the Monifter, 
18 ſure of forfeiting all the Advantages He fe- 


ceives 
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coeives from the on, it requires no 2 of 
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to come, 1 the moſt Tceution n ＋ Power, 
till the Number of Place- Men in the Hauſe of Com- 
mons is reduced ſo low, as to render Them inca- 
pable of controuling the honeſter Deciſions of the 
uninſluen d Part, 

For, as we have eh obſervid that the 


known Salaries of the Place-men amount at preſent 


to above two hundred thouſand Pounds per annum, 


in the Ho: of Commons, beſides ſecret - Bounties, 
which ſome of Them may be ſuſpected to receive; 


how can it be expected, in theſe degenerate 
that ſuch an immenſe Income ſhould be abandoned, 


meerly from the Motive of honeſtly + the 
Trruſt repos'd in Them by their EleFors, 


For Inſtance, the annual Stipends receiv?d: Il 


the Crown by one Family only amount to more 
| than the whole Zand tax of that County, in Which 
| their Eſtates are ſituated. If this Revenue was in 
leſs honeſt Hands, it could not be expected, that 
the Reduction of our national Expences, the Dimi- 
nution of our Taxes, or the payment of ouy Debts, 
ſhould ever influence Them in Oppoſition td abtir 
more important Intereſt, ſo vaſtly exceeding: all that 
they could ever ſuffer from the Ene r 
and Misfortunes. 

'; Moreover, the hard Conditions of a Furt ans 
in Parliament, and the Neceſſity Hen is - 2 8 
either of betraying his Country, if r 


or 
loſing a conſiderable part of his Subſiſtence, "ill 


_ neceſſarily. deter all honeſt" Men from engaging 
in ſo hateful 4 Situation 3- or if there. ſheuld be 


. amongſt! theſe ſome one of more 1nfleablsDiſl- 
n who * to follow the DEE his 
Fi ' 2 3 3 by 2 UL 21 A 
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($2). 
dun We thavah! his . — Fortune fell a Sacrl. 
fice to his Integrity, yet This does not mend the 
Matter. His Hlace would be immediately taken 
from him, and if it be conſiderable, another would 
be ſoon found, who would engage Himſelf, on Con- 
dition of having it given Him, to purchaſe the 
Votes of the next venal Borough, that is vacant, an 
thus the deſtructive Syſtem of Corruption would 
continue all its Motions with unabating Vigour. 
Beſides, as our Judgment takes a ſtrong Tincture 
Hom our Inclinations,, and as pprobations and 
Diſa rn even of the moſt judicious Men, 
are 9985 ſome Degree influenced. by their V hes, 
there will not be wanting Thoſe, who though truly 
denominated hong Men, and ſuch whoſe Adios 
are ever agreeable to their general Opinions; yet 
as to theſe Men, the Diſcovery that the Mi her 
' purſued Meaſures detrimental to the Publick, would 


be a my great. Misfortune ; ſince the Oppoſition 


They muſt Then engage in, would deprive Them 
of Advantages, which may poſſibly be extremely 
neceſſary to their preſeut Condition of Life. This 
ee, which They have upon a Suppoſition that 
the Defigns of the Miniſter ſhould be upright and 
| Korkarable, will naturally affect their Opinions of 
\ publick Affairs, and will imperceptibly eſtabliſh in 
their Minds ſuch temporary and fallacious Principles 
as may beſt contribute to the Quieting of their 
Conſciences, in the. Aſſiſtance T bey thus lend, 
unknown to Themlelves, to the moſt. Knee 
Fr 
ig What cocafiony; all che; Corruption i in our Title 


Bous, but the general Opinion of 2 


Witzen: Doors ; which gives every. 1 Eo 


© A Pietence for asking to be ofe ? 
Fa ſure is x ha Vee 


very nan! to "the Honour of the Crown, not 
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only as it makes a bad 7 ELON on the Minds 
lA the P le, but diſables His Majeſty from ex. 
erting his Generofity for the publick Good. 

5 f nifies an immenſe Civil Laſt, whilſt the 
Part of it is fuck'd up by Places, Pen- 

ons amps 2 Service? Would it not be infinitely 
more 17 hs for bo” goed. a Prince to refund Part 


1 2 been Naa hehe as the | 
Scotch and Iriſh Tinnens, or the Encouragement of 
uſeful pd and Sciences? The building of N. 

munter Bridge only, at the ra! Expence;' inſtead 
of a deftruttrve Lottery, a be a more * 
3 honourable Monument to His M ajeſty's- 


„than all the Money thrown away. by be 
Niet before mention'd. a | 
e a therefore of a Law for” reſtraining 
the Number of Place-Men, that may fit in Panha- 
ment, appkaring thus obviouſly vecfuiite to our fu- 
ture Preſervation, Tou may poſſibly ask Me, 'how 
ſo great a Good may be rocur'd 7 wr . 
ence. 5 8 
To this mate That if fully corfyiiced: of fr 
+ abfolute Neceſſity, You reſolve 5 contribute 
utmoſt Efforts to obtain it, Tou Cannot ſurely f fail 
in fo virtuous an Attempt. * 2030771 
For, not to repeat the Weight chat your | united 
g * Petitions would have on your Repreſentatives, = 
* the Infruttions, - which You have 20 a - Right to 
Ive de. "the Time will ſoon come, When a 
Berkant : "muſt be choſen; and it wil 2then 
dein your} ower wn make each Candidate's Aﬀec- 
tion 6 wg fr ary Law a Teſti of his Me- 
45 nll 55 Je is 6 worthy of the Truſt * 
icites. . d \ theſe Means it will be poſſible, if 
ee a are unanlrnous; Las ad * 
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the next Parliament, of ſuch Gentlemen as are ho- 
neſt enough not only to acknowledge the Neceſſity 
of this Law, but alſo to exert their utmoſt Endea- 


yours actually to obtain it. 


The late Seceſſion too will much contribute to this 
defireable End. 
For as it was principally founded on the appa- 


rent Neceſſity of ſuch a Law, it has by theſe Means 


united the Wiſhes and Endeavours of all, who have 
engaged in it, on this important Point. 
That You may be the better appriſed of the 


| Advantages of the Seceſſion, and how much it may 


tend, in irs Conſequences, to 1 Us this laſt- 


ing Security for our Liberty, I muſt inform You 
that Thoſe, who are the moſt deeply intereſted in 
the Preyalence of Corruption, have been greatly 


alarm'd on this Occaſion, and have therefore ex- 
erted all their Endeavours to render it odious, in 


onder to prevent the goed Effects of it, by repre- 
ſenting it as a Breach of Truſt, and that 4 would 


have been more agreeable to the Confidence re- 
pos d in thoſe Gentlemen by their Electors, to have 


| adher'd to the accuſtomed Forms, and thereby im- 
Ry g upon the Nation, than to have declar'd the 
rut 


h, he inform their Conſtituents, as They 


did by this Behaviour, that in the preſent Circum- 


ſtances of Affairs it was impoſſible to do Them 
any Service, 3 

Beſides, does not every Member of Parliament, 
who accepts of an Employment after his Election, 


give up the Truſt repogd in Him by the People, 
more than Thoſe, who withdraw T 3 for 


a while, in order to put Matters upon a better 
Fcoting? It is N ridiculous for the Court- 
Furty to upbraid the Country-Party. with Self-inte- 


F reſted Views, and betraying their Truſt, whilſt They 
x are ſo notoriouſiy gulty. of both. Themſelves in a 
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more eminent Degree It may be ſaid, perhaps, 
that They forfeit their Seats, by accepting an 


Employment, and that it is in the Option of the 
Electors whether They will chuſe Them again. 
But it is well known how theſe Affairs are often 


managed ; that ſome Flaces are tenable with a Seat 
in Parliament ; and that many Others are held in 
Truſt for Them. 


The miniſterial Party have likewiſe endeavoured 


to exaggerate the Danger, to which We ſhould be 


hereby expoſed ; ſince the Nation would, by theie 
2 be left in the Hands of ſuch Perſons, as it 
is preſum*d thoſe Gentlemen, compoſing the Seceſ- 


fon, ſuſpect of Deſigns not the moſt innocent. 


But furely after the Convention had been approved 
of, it could not be ſuppos'd, that any other Mea- 


fare from the fame Quarter, could have miſcarried 


by their Oppoſition ; not even that unlimited and 
moſt extraordinary Vote of Credit itſelf, which was 
paſs'd at the End of the Seſſion, when the Houſe 
is generally thin, without what is now call'd a Se- 
ceſhon. It was reaſonable, at leaſt, to believe, 
and Experience has confirm'd it, that the Watch- 
fulneſs of the Publick, excited by this particular 
Step, would be a much greater Security, againſt 
any new Law, that ſhould have been miſchievous 


to our Liberty, than the faint unavailing Efforts 


of a Minority, which had been ſo lately defeated 


in a Queſtion, the leaſt liable to Diſpute of any, that 
had ever been before that Houſe. 


They have likewiſe repreſented this Seceſſion as 
an Appeal to' the People, intended to excite Them 
to a Civil War; but This is a Calumny too groſs 
to be impoſed upon any, but the very meaneſt of 
their own deluded bireling Herd. The bare Recol- 
lection of the Names of the Gentlemen engaged in 
5 the Property. They .paſſeb, and . 
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( 
haviour in publick Life, * ficiently confute i it 
It was only a Kind of /ilent Proteſts, and in the; 
moſt decent Way, to recover That, without which, 
all muſt be loſt, Beſides, I am aflured that it 
aroſe from no previous Concert amongſt any of 
the Members, but was the Reſult of every Gen- 
tleman's private Judgment of Things, and the 
Impoſſibility of ſtemming the Torrent 
What could be more affecting than the laſt Words 
of the Merchants, viz, That they muſt diſpoſe of 
their Effects, ſell their Ships, part with their Plan- 
tations, and fly to ſome other Lacy for Pro- 
tection, if they could not find it here? — But. o 
return. 
It muſt however be ch that this Se, 
ceſſion was intended as an Appeal to the Publict; 
an Appeal not to excite You to Rebellion, but to 
perſuade You by the legal Methods, which our; 
Conſtitution has put into your Hands, to fave your 
Country from all future Dangers, in which the 
ſwoln Power of Corruption may one Time inralve 
You. It was intended as a Motive for examining 
into the Events, that preceded itz that You 
might be ſatisfy'd of your preſent Situation, and 
it was not doubted that if You ſhould, upon ſuch 
an Enquiry, find Yourſelves in any Danger, You. 
would unanimouſly concur in 11 lawful Method 
to prevent it. | 
It You ſhould viſibly coneur with the Gontle- 
men, who have withdrawn Themſelves, that a, 
Place-Bill is the moſt proper Expedient, upon 
this Occaſion, They will probably attend the enſu-. 
ing Oeffion, in order to propoſe and ſupport his 
ſalutary Law, not doubring that if They are ſe- 
conded by your Petitions to your reſpective Repre- 
ſentatives, framed with a Zeal and Steadineſs be- 
Lenins the Occaſion, They may even then pro- 
Cute 


af. a4 | 
cure this new Bari, 10 neceſſary to the future 
Preſervation of our Liberty. 5 5 
But ſhould: all their Efforts on this Head prove 
abortive, the next §gſion, as They are fully ſatis- 
fied, that it would be in vain to attempt the Ser- 
vice of the Publick, in any other Shape till bis 
Law can be obtained; They may, perhaps, in 
Conſequence of ſuch a Diſappointment, again re- 
treat till, by the  Exertion of your Virtue and 
Spirit in a #ew Election, You ſhall have procured 
to the Kingdom a new Parliament, that ſhall,. 
without Heſitation, grant to the Wiſhes and Ne- 
ceſſities of the Publick, this invaluable Bleſſing. = 
Upon the whole, Lou cannot doubt, after what 
hath been already ſaid, that a Bill of this Nature 
is abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation of your 
Liberties, and the Support of your Conſtitution. .Y 
| 


There | hath been rais'd on. the Nation, for 
eighteen Years paſt, at a Medium, near ſeven Mil. 
lions annually. ries | 
We have all felt the Hardſhips of fo exorbitant 
a payment. It hath ruin'd the moſt valuable 
Branches of our Trade, and brought a very con- 
ſiderable Part of the Kingdom to Beggary and 
extreme Diſtreſs, 5 
It is highly the Intereſt of the Publict that, by 
the payment of our Debts, and Frugality in all our 
Expences, We ſhould reduce theſe annua! payments 
as low as poſſible. ay | 
Were our Debts paid, and our Affairs manag'd 
with proper Oeconomy, the whole annual Expence, 
in Time of Peace, need not exceed 2, 170, ooo J.; 
this Sum being eſteem'd by the Vhigs, at the 
VV 1 n 
* Vide @ Paper, intitled a View of the Taxes, Fux ps, 
and PUBLIEK REVENUES or ENELAND, printed in the Year 
17124 


ot 
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LS: 
End of the late War, ſufficient for all the necda- 
ry purpoſes of Government. 
But the payment of our Debts, and a Reduftion 
f Taxes, that muſt neceſſarily attend it, would 
take away many of thoſe Places, which are now 
poſſeſs d by Members of Parliament, and their Re- 


Suu | 
This Reduction of our anal Expences, and 
entering into frugal Meaſures, would likewiſe abo- 
liſh more of thoſe Places, and cut off many other 
Articles of private Gain, which our preſent pro- 
Falun perpetually furniſhes to the Favorites of 5 Mi- 
after 


How therefore can we expect, from the pre- 
ſent ſelfiſh Diſpoſition of Mankind, that either our 
Nebts, our Taxes, or our Expences, ſhould: be in any 
Manner reduc'd, when Thoſe, from whom theſe 
ſalutary Meaſures muſt proceed, are fo deeply in- 
tereſted againſt them? - - 


If then, it cannot be expected that our Debts 


ſhould be ever paid; our Taxes diminiſh'd, our 
 Expences regulated, or out Liberty fecur'd, whilſt 
the Houſe of Commons, by the Number of Place-ment 
in it, ſhould be manifeſtly tetain'd by the Crown, 
You will ſurely agree that your moſt ſtrenuous En- 
deavours can never be mote virtuouſly employ d 

| than 
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1712, and reputed to be written by an imimate Friend 
Sir ROBERT WALPOLE. In this Paper the neceſſary 


annual Expences, in Time of Peace, are ſaid to be 
than the following, 5 "OY a 


The Civil Lift — — £ 
'The Guards and Garriſons — 2 
The Ordinary of the N — 120,000 


Total 1,170,000 
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than in is 


rors of ſo dangerous a Situation, . 

For, according to the high Eſtimation, in which 
J perſuade Myſelf You hold your Liberiy arid Hap- 
pineſs,” You wilt certainly value the Means of their 
Preſeryation, and will therefore exert your moſt zeaz. 
lous Efforts to procure that Lau, upon which de- 


pends the chief Solidity of our Conftitution, and the 
Continuance of thoſe Bleſſings to our Poſterity, 


which We have received from our Anceſtors. 
We have had Trials enough to convince Us that 
all Attempts elſewhere are in vain; and therefore 


our Hopes depend intirely upon 2%, by all dg 


and peaceable Methods, preicrib?d by our Conſtitulion; 
for Nothing is farther from my Thoughts than a- 
nimating You to any violent, or tumultuary proceed. 


ings, which would diſgrace ſo glorious a Cauſe, and 


give our Enemies an Advantage oyer Us, inſtead of 
redreſſing our Grievances . No, whatever your 
Reſolutions may be, let the whole be conducted 


with that Duty, which becomes good and loyal Sub. 


jets, as well as ſuch a Spirit as becomes Freemen, 


and ſach Temper as becomes Men of Senſe. . 4 as | 


T am, Gentlemen, © 


Your affeRlionate Fellow-Subjeft 
1 WE and humble Servant. Kc. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


T may not be amiſs to ſubjoin a few Obſervatians 


* 


on what hath pass d ſince the Secęſſion. 


need not repeat to Yau that this, Meaſure was, 


occaſion'd by the Approbation given to the Conven- 
tion, which ſeveral Gentlemen apprehended to be 
very injurious and diſhonqurable to the Nation, for 
Reaſons mention'd in the foregaing Sheets. 

They choſe therefore to withdraw, after they 


had born their Tefimoyy againſt it, leſt even their 
Altendance and fruitleſs Oppoſition might ſeem to 


Juſtify and give a Sanction to Meaſyres, which 
They could not approve; for it is the old Cant- 
Way of arguing amongſt Men in power, that 
their Meaſures mult certainly be right, becauſe they 
had receiv'd the Approbation of Parliament; 
though, perhaps, They wight have previouſly ſe- 
cur'd' a Majority to Themſelves, by Places, Pen-: 


ions, Promtiſes, *Threatenings, and other courtly 


Methods of the fame Nature p Beſides, theſe 
Gentlemen never remember, or rather affect to for- 
get, the Caſe of the late Earl of Oxford, who was 
impeach'd of High Treaſon in one Parliament for 


_ concluding a Treaty, which was voted juſt, wiſe and 


bonourable by.a forraer Parliament ; and every Body 
knows who had the principal Management of that 
proſecution. i. . + „„ 3 

much as the late Convention was extoll'd by 
the miniſterial Party, and even ſaid to contain all 
that could be expefted. at the End of the moſt ſucceſſ 
ful Mar; yet it very ſoon appear'd to be as inef- 
T ctual ag any of our former Treaties, and fully juſti- 
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d the Apprehenſions of thoſe Gentlemen, whe 
gpposd it It was, indeed, the muſt ſhort- 
lived Treaty, that ever yas made, Moos reſembles 


che Animal on the Banks of the Nile, which is ſaid 


to perform all the Fun&tions of Life in one Day. 


For, upori the South-Sea Company's refuſing to 
ay the unjuſt Demand of 68,000 J. ſtipulated by 
be — at Madrid, . their Conſent, 
the Court of Spain peremptorily refus?d to pay an 
Part of the 95,000 l. which Hi agreed . 2 
x prexended Reparation for the Loſſes of our Mer- 
chants ; and thus the Time ſtipulated for the Pay- 
ment of it elaps'd, hy 1 the Cauvention was, 
in Effect, diſfolv'd, * could the Court of 
Spain be prevail'd upon, by all the pathetick Re- 


monſtrances of our Re e to proceed 


upon the other Paints refer'd to Them, without 
making the Payment of this 68, oo00 J. and the 
Revocation of our Fleet, two neceſſary Prelimina- 
ries. They likewiſe refusd to give up their inſo- 
gent Claim of ſearching our Ships on the High- 
Seas, and even inſiſted on their Right to ſome of 
our Poſſeſſions in the Meſt-Indies. This put an 
E 1d to the Conferences 5 upon which Mr. Keene 
preſented à thundering Declaration to the Court of 
Madrid, which was fgllow'd by an Order of Coun- 
cil at home, for granting Letters of Marque and 
Reprizal to our Merchants, The Preamble to this 
Order breathes a true Spirit of Reſentment, and 
had the Honour to be ſign'd by the 1] 9: Arch-Bi- 
ſhops, - and ſome other Privy Counſellors, in the 
Abſence” of the Miniſter, who prudently retir'd 
Ihto the Country, upon this Occaſion. I I will not 
call it a Seceſſion ; becauſe That is an hard Word, 
and apply'd only to the Country-Party. 

Our military Preparations, both by Sea and 


Land, baue been carry'd on ever ſince with the 


Wart | _ vimoſ 


n _ — 
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utmoſt Vigour, by Embargoes, Impreſſing, 
«wg, and fitting out Ships. This hath, indeed, 
, -occaſion*d a great Interruption of Trade z and will, | 
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no Doubt, put Us to a vaſt Expence. But all 
private Conſiderations muſt be ſacrificd to the pic. 
tick Good; and if a proper Uſe ſhould be made of 
theſe” prodigious Armaments, I believe every honeſt 
 Engliſbmau will chearfully "ſubmit to his Share of 


the Burthen, 


What ſeems to give the greateſt Uncaſinef ant 
Diſſatisfactioii i is the Land-Army ; which, with the 


preſent Augmentation, is a very formidable Force, 


and may endanger our Liberties, unleſs They are 


employed in foreign Service; for there does not 


feem to be any great Danger of a domeſtick Frva- 


fon, from the preſent Circumſtances of Affairs in 


Europe ; and if there ſhould be the leaſt Suſpicion 


of ſuch a Deſign, our great naval Armaments, 
with the AﬀeRions of the People, are more than 


ſufficient to defeat it, without ſuch a numerous 


Banding Army. But if there ſhould be any real 
Occaſion for Them, either at home, or abroad, it 


S to be hoped that They will be immediately re 

duced to their former Compliment, at leaſt, as 9 
as the Service is over; for if They ſhould be con- 
tinued afterwards, it will certainly add to the Un- 


eaſmeſs of the Neople, who have long complainid 


of the Burthen of a much lefs Number of mercenary 


Poops in Time of Peace. What may farther 


add to their Apprehenſion, is *the * Experience of 
many Years how difficult" it is to obtain any Re- 


duction of military Forcer, "when They are once 


raid; and ſome "fad Perſons might, x 
haps, ſuggeſt that They were kept up for evil 
againſt the next Election. 
A very little Time will now determine whether 
Peace or Wir is to be the Yue of all our long and 
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tedious Negociations. An honourable Peace is cer- 
tainly the moſt eligible, upon many Accounts; but 
in caſe That ſhould be any longer deny d Us by 
our haughty Enemies, a Vigorous War will become 
abſolutely neceſſary, under all our Incumbrances; 
for the Preſervation of our Trade; Honour, Liber 
ties, and Conflitution; I ſhall therefore conclude 
with this hearty Prayet———Gbdyroſyer the Ams 
ok Great Britain! 


